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INTRODUCTION 
The Object of this Thesis 
:- It is with much interest and enthusiasm that I choose to 
write a. thesis concerning a character so great as David, Son of 
Jesse. 1bch has already been '17ritten in regard to his life in all 
its diversified interests, By common consent David is one of tho 
most 1 if not the most, fascinating figure in history. He stand out 
as a child of genius, ample in faculty, fertile in resource, and 
rich in all those qualities that stir admiration and evoke love. 
His life story is full of contrasts, honors 1 misfortune::; 1 sufferings 
e.nd victories, David was a man of his own time, and must be judged 
accordingly by the standards of his day, If this be done there is 
little danger in holding up an imperfect character as a present day 
model, and in this procedure the true est~ate of the real David is 
gained, 
Many authors have written of David the King; of David the 
Poet; of David the Shop'¥d; of David the Warrior; of David the Statesman; 
of David the Saint; arid of David the Sinner. It is also my object, 
however, to write of Davie, but of David the man. He was endowed 
with almost every virtue that makes a man beloved, yet one whose 
memory Ytill be forever stained by defects. Let us look into the 
development of a career that could hardly have been more varied, 
Indeed, few have had so varied a career as he: Shep~'Td and Uona.rch; 
" ~·· ' ' ,J Poet and Soldier; Champion of the people and outlaw in the caves of 
Judah; beloved bj Jonathan and persecuted by Saul; Vanquishing the 
Philistines one day and accompaning them into battle on another, 
-··--··""'"'-=""""'-'"" 
------- -·--·---- ·-----~ --
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Here we find, at once, it is considerably easier to state 
facts about one's life than to form a correct opinion of an individual. 
Indeed to suggest on opinion of his character which vtill be generally 
accepted is impo:::: s ible. That is why of the che.racter ·of David the most 
opposite estimates have been formed. This is especially true of a 
secular hero whom poetry and history have immortalized. A co~plex 
character? Yes. 'Who ever loved or hated with more intensity than 
David? On one hand he is extolled as a saint, while on the other few 
m.en have stooped so low or cor.uni tted -..·mrse crimes. The character of 
David will no doubt remain, like that of everyone 1 an insoluble 
enigma.. A person ca.n best be judged by his uotive:> rather than his 
actions, and even then one's true motives may be unknown to himself. 
If we then think of David in relation to his own day, we must agree 
with W. R. Smith who says, accordingly: "David is not to be condemned 
for failing to subdue the sensuality ·which Tms the chief stain on 
his character 1 but should rather be judged by his habitual recognition 
of a. generous standard of conduct 1 by the undoubted purity and lofty 
justice of an a.dmini::::tration which was never stained by selfish 
consideration or motives of personal rancour, and finally by the 
calm courage •·;hich enabled him to hold an even and noble course in 
the face of dangers and treachery." (1) 
David was not the man history proves him to be because of. 
the age in which he lived, but because of certain characteristics 
imbedded in his very lifo. Ewald says 1 "We find the very foundations 
of David's character to be laid in a peculiarly firm and unshaken 
trust in Jehovah. He ;·m::; by no means a prophet, and a:>sumcc no 
(1) Smith, Vl. R., Ency. Brit. "Article David", Vol. 7-8, Ed. 13, p. 858 
p--'!'!'!'!!'_...""""""""' ...... ~=----==-=-=-=-~ ______ ,......, __________ ,. __---=---=- --------=-c--~--~~--·- -----·-·-·-- .. -···-·-····· --
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priestly character; but no layrr1ru1 in his day could havo lived in the 
high religion more sympathetically or devotedly than David." (1) 
Thus, it is he who furnishes us with a glorious example of what the 
old religion did toward the noble elevation of character • 
(1) Ewa.ld, History of Israel, Vol. 3, p. 58 
•• 
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CHAPTER I 
Sources for the Study of the Character of David 
A prerequisite for the writing of a paper, thesis, or 
dissertation is the location of sources. For this study the sources 
will necessarily be Biblical, the reason being that there are no 
independent accounts of David's life outside the Biblical narratives. 
The available sources here to be considered in this character study 
are found in the Books of Samuel; chapters one to two in the Book 
of Kings; chapters ten to twenty-nine in the first Book of Chronicles; 
the Davidio Psalms (if any), and perhaps a few references fro:n other 
sections of the Bible, both Old and New Testaments. 
The first sources, then, are those in the Books of Sarru.el. 
One authority says that, "the Books of Samuel contain the history 
of the kingdom of God in Israel, from the termination of the age of 
the Judges to the close of the reign of David and embrace a period 
of about one hundred and twenty-five years, and the date about 
1140-1015 B. c. II (1) 
This period is one of the most important in the History 
of Israel. It is in this period that she emerges from the condition 
of national disintegration and anarchy as described in the Book of 
Judges, from a tribal form of government to that of a settled 
monarchy. In the first chapters Saul makes an effort to cement the 
people together into a monarchy, but his effort ends in disaster. 
It is mainly this failure that paves the way for David 1 s success. · 
According to Kent, "the Book of First Samuel clailns to be 
(1) Keil-Delitzsoh: Biblical Commentary, Vol. 9, p. 2 
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and clearly is a compilation of material gleaned from earlier sources 
and arranged by a later editor." (1) It seems to be a. compilation 
a.:f'ter the form of the two documents found in the Hexateuoh where J 
and E have been united to make one compos it \7hole. These tv.ro narra-
tives taken together form the main bulk of the historJ• (2) The 
extracts from the oldest sources are found.in Chapters 9:1-10:16; 
13~1-7a; 13:15b-14:46~ and form a connected unit in themselves. 
The narratives found in Samuel confront the student with many diffi-
culties due largely to the composite character and to the corrupt 
state of the text. "The existence of 1 doublets 1 , that is, ti7o accounts 
of the same event, in the story of David is sufficient to show that 
in the Books of Sumuel different documents have been pieced together. 
All the doublets are limited to the first Book of Samuel, hoi7ever, 
and from the ninth chapter of the Second Book of Samuel to the 
end of the twentieth chapter, we have a continuous narrative, ·which 
is brought to a. close in the first ti1o cho.ptors of the first Book 
~ K' II o1· 1ngs. (3) 
The opening chapters of First Samuel (4) concern the 
history of Sanuel and the kinr:;ship of Saul. \lith the sixteenth 
chapter our study in the history of David begins. This section 
introduces the youthful David already "a mighty man of valor, and a 
man of war and prudent in speech" (5) to the Court of Saul where he 
becomes his armor-bearer. Likewise in chapters 17:1-18:5 ne have a 
story of David 1 s victory over Goliath and a subsequent introduction 
(1) Kent: History of the Hebrew People, P• 101-102 
(2) Hastings, James~ H.B.D., Vol. 4, p. 383-384 
(3) Her: International Enoy., Vol. 6 1 2nd. ed., p. 521 
(4) I Samuel, chapters 1-15 
(5) I Samuel, 16~18 
• 
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to Saul. Saul, according to this passage is wholly unacquainted 
with David, Another reference is made also to the slayit~ of Goliath 
in Second SD.P.luel. (1) Tiho killed Goliath can never be absolutely 
determined, These stories, hoitever, may be only romances as some 
would have us believe. (2) At least the memory of the act was kept 
alive a:nong the kinsman of David, until at last i:t found its way 
into prophetic history which is our greatest source for this period, 
Surely there must have been some deed or deeds performed by young 
David to v.rin the reputation of "a mighty man of valor" 11hich he bore 
when he was introduced to the court of Saul (3 ). 
Chapters 18 to 20, Kent tells us, are so lacking in 
unity that it is impossible to reconcile perfectly the testimony 
of their different sections; they are composed from tho older and 
later records of David 1 c deeds. (4) The rest of the boo1c of First 
Samuel for the most part belongs to the original David-narratives. 
Only in a very few places is there evidence of an editor 1 s hand. 
The older David narratives form the main source for the 
Book of Second Samuel. Tho material of the opening chapters is all 
systematically arranged. "From a literary point of view the older 
source in the history of David is unsurpassed. It has in perfection 
all the qualities that distinguish the best Hebrew prose such as 
are conspicuous in tho Judcan authors of the Patriarchal stories of 
Genes is. Its historical value is also very high. The account of 
David 1 s later years in Second Samuel 9-20, Second Kings 1-2, bear 
all the marks of contemporary origin. It comes from one ·who not 
(1) II Samuel, 21:19, (cr. I Sa.t1uel 17:7) 
(2) The Ne·w International Ency., Vol. 6, Ed, 2, p. 521 
(3) I\ent 1 History of the Hebrew People, p, 101 
(4) Ibid, P• 102 
• 
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only kne\7 the large political events of the reisn, but rtas int:ir:1ately 
inform.ed about the life of the court, the scandals, crimes, and intrigues 
in the King's household which clouded his glorious career." (1) 
Chapters 1-7 of II Srunuel record the successive steps 
by which David cume to the throne of all Israel, his capture of 
Jerusalem and the transference of the ark. Chapter 8 epitomizes 
his public acts, bringing his history to a close, and anticipating 
.events which are presented in great detail. 
According to !:5-16 a messenger confesses to have 
slain Saul and at David 1 s command paid the penalty with his own 
life -- probably from a later narrative, because the context is 
clear without it. While Fi:rst Samuel 31:5 definitely states that 
Saul fell by his o'm hand. The words of David, 11\'.'hen one told me 
saying, Behold Saul is dead, thinking to have brought good tidings, 
I took him and slew him in Ziklag" (2) indicate clearly that David 
was ignorant of the event of the previous account. It is probable, 
also 1 that David desired to rear a temple to Jehovah, but the lunguage 
and religious spirit of Chapter seven is plainly Deuteronomic; it 
belongs, therefore, in the same class with tho sections in Judges 
and First Samuel. 
The second main division of the book, Chapters 9-20, 
recounts in greater detail the events of David 1s private and court 
life, giving evidence of corning from different hands than other 
narratives, and characterized by freedom of later insertions. The 
(1) Moore, George Foote: Lit. of Old Testament, p. 94 
(2) II Samuel, 4:10 
• 
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remainder of the book, Chapters 21-2•j,, constitute an appendix, including 
extracts from old records which treat of the reign of David, loosely 
bound together, two sections closely related 21:1-14, 24:1-15, 
probab~y separated by insertion. Another striking example of a 
later insertion is found between 21:15-22 and 23:8-39, both passa5es 
recording the names and deeds of David's heroes. TI1o poetical 
material thus introduced in the passage 22:1-23:7, is assigned to 
David, but like Hanna.h 1 s song of First Samuel, (1) its language and 
thought suggests a much later period than the United Kingdom. 
The history of David is concluded and that of Solouon 
is introduced in First Kings, Chapters one and two. These chapters 
are closQly related to the extracts from David 1 s fa.·:lily history, 
preserved in ·II Samuel 9-20, and show little trace of editorial 
rev is ion. ( 2) 
The author of Kings regularly na.·nos hi::; sources; the 
author of Serr1uel does this only once, (II Srenuel 1:18). But it is 
probable that the author had recourse to the official records spoken 
of in I Chronicles 29:29. The book of II Samuel also contains 
David 1s Psalm of Thanksgiving and the "Last words of David." (3) 
The time of composition ·was after David's death (4), after the 
separation of the Kingdom, but before the dovmfall of Judah. (5) 
l>:any Rabbis make Jeremiah to be the author·, but in truth neither 
author ~:· ~'<"~ .. ::.':.: --: '1-:7 nor definite data can be asoigned to it. (6) 
(1) I Samuel 2:11 
(2) Kent, HH tory of 'the Hebrcm People, p. 109 
(3) II Srunuel, 22:1-7 
(4) II Samuel, 5:5 
( 5 ) I S a1nue 1, 2 7 : 6 
(6) Schaff and Herzog, The Books of Samuel, by V, Orelli, pp. 2106-7 
•• 
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The next important source is that found in the Book 
of First Chronicles, Chapters 10-39 inclusive. Nearly all that 
is >•eakly human and much that is fresh and courageous in his character 
seems to have disappeared from the life story of David as here depicted. 
The reader ;;ill lool-:: in vain in these chapters for more than passing 
reference to David 1 s boyhood, (1) his combat with Goliath, (2) and 
his wild outlaw life,(3) or his intimate domestic life. His career, 
moreover, at Saul's court is entirely omitted. "In I and II Sal!llel, 
David lives before us not only as the recipient of l~!ess ie.nic promises 1 
but chiefly as the intrepid yrn1ngster, the slayer of Goliath, the 
patient harpist to the king, who is fast losing his reason and 
secretly seeking David 1s life, the outlaw chieftain who here refuses 
to take Saul's life, the composer of at least one secular lyric of 
outstanding merit, the faithful friend of Jonathan, the passionate 
lover of Bathsheba, the too indulgent father, at once the victor 
over the Philistines and Jebusites and the barbaric conqueror of 
trans-Jordanic lands -- and yet a signal failure as the administrator 
of justice and as a unifying figure in his people's life in times of 
peace." (4) 
It seems that the main object of the writer of Chronicles 
was not so much to retell the story of Israel, as to select from the· 
rich historical stores at his c~~and 1 those portions which related 
more particularly to the history of worship in order to demonstrate 
(1) I Chronicles, 17:1 
(2) i Chronicles, 18:2 
(3) I Chronicles, 12:1-23 
(4) Abingdon Bible Co1wentary, p. 442, Prof, D. C. Simpson 
.r=.---··-~~~-·-~c_...-·~--.===--c:· • .C· ~~ --~----------~-... ~-~-·---··'· ~~. ·--·-·· -·""··· . ·---·---·----~--.~~~··· -~ ~. •'ffiFC>oOl 
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to his canpatriots how precious his legacy was, and how fundamental 
to the existence and prosperity of the nevt state arising from the 
ashes of the old. The book came into the canon because of its 
important additions to history. (1) 
Ho doubt but that the Chronicler had access to other 
sources of information which ·were not old records and which merely 
reflected the traditions of his 011n time; quite often, possibly, 
reflecting not only the traditions of his day, but probably adding 
occasionally his o1m thought of what David ouGht to have been and 
ought to have done. (2) 
The Chronicles give information that is nowhere else 
available. They give an enlargement of the narrative by the addition 
of new facts, dra>nl from sources that we evidently do not have. These 
are sometimes minute and less important than curious, while at other 
times they are striking events in tho civil or religious history, and 
it is surprising that the earlier historians should have passed over 
them. (3) For instance, the solemn address of David COiiliilendint, 
Solomon as his successor (the addres:J is discussed in a later 
chapter) (!1) to the a;:;sombled notables and general congregation of 
the people of I:Jrael. (5) 
The history such as that of Chronicles has been called 
'Ecclesiastical' 1 and that of Samuel and ·Kings 'Political'. In the 
mind of the writer of Chronicles, thqreligious establishw.ent is of 
(1) Schaff-Herzog, Vol. 1, p. 468, A. Dillman, The I and II Books of. 
Chronicles 
(2) Ibid, P• 442 
(3) The Bible Cor:unentary, p. 163 
(4) Chapter III, p. 74 of this thesis 
(5) See I Chronicles, 28; 29:1-20 
• 
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prin:ary importance, the state secondary. The service which the 
Chronicler rendered to his generation is invaluable, since he presented 
history to them in a. modern light. The care r:ith which he handles 
the genealogical record::; reveals a. nind in which a. great reverence 
for the pant unites ;-:ith an earnest appreciation of the religious 
experience of the present.. All that he wrote was in harmony with 
Hebre-rl thought of his day, an,d his statements and fir;ures TI"ere as 
accurate as the sources and the environs permitted. Even today, 
Chronicles not only has a. priceless religious ·value, but remains as 
a. reliable record .of tho po:;ition of relie;ion in the Hebre'\7 community, 
three centuries B. C, (1) 
AG an illustration of the genealogical character of 
Chronicles in tho histor;y of official persons 1 and to put on record 
nrunes of those who played any important role in tho history of David, 
are shorm in tho following references of that period, na.rr.ely, chapters 
eleven to twenty seven. (2) 
I Chronicles XI: 26-47 contains a list of David 1 s valiant men. 
I Chronicles XII, 1-14--those who crune to David from Ziklag. 
I Chronicles X!V, -4~7---David 1 s sons. 
I Chronicles XV, 5-ll--Do.vid 1 s chief officials. 
I Chronicles XV, 17-24-Davicl 1 s chief Levi tes. 
I Chronicles XIX, 15-17-Dnvid 1 s principle state officers• 
I Chronicles XXIV, 7-18-the heads of the priestly courses 
I Chronicloa Y:.t::V, 9-31--hends of music courses. 
I Chronicles JCXVI, 14-19- the Teople porter:;. 
I Chronicles XXVII, 2-15-Capta.ins of David's bodyguard. 
I Chronicles JCXVII, 16-22-hoa.ds of the tribes of Israel. 
I Chronicles X..WII, 25-31-Do.vid 1 s stewo.rda and bailiffs. 
To the modern student Chronicles is o.n invaluable 
guide to the correct and reverent criticism of the re:>t of the Old 
(1) The new Century Bible, Chronicles, Introd. p. 26 
(2) Tho Bible Cor.montnry, Chronicles, p. 167 
,..-::.,.:.=~-~~ ---... -~ __ :":_ -=--=-=--:=::::-=======-==-=----=--=-c=--=--=-----------------· - ..._- -.- .. ---------------- ------·-·--- ·--~----
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Testoment. 11 This work should be studied as an interpreter or Jewish 
faith in an age when the voice of prophecy was dying and men hnd 
little religious lie;ht save the long-kinc11cd expectation or the 
Messin.h, 11hose advent still lay three centuries ahead." (1) 
It is only logical that the reader·or Chronicles today, 
instead of criticizing the old Chronicler for his one-sided view of 
history 1 ought to take a sane vio;·; or the work and regard it as a 
study of the origin and subsequent development of the Temple, its 
ministers and its part or Jevtish life, emong his ovm studies of the 
origin of Judai:;m as the parent of Christianity. (2) 
The last of the sources is the Book of Psalms. One 
Yrriter says, "In the Book of Psalms ·we meet the religion of Israel 
at its greatest depth and its most passionate intensity. The Psalmist 
fell heir to the profound insights and spiritual experiences of the 
prophets. These le.tter \7ere Israel's intellectual and spiritual 
pioneers, blazing new· paths to God and clearin~ ne1·i trails for human 
feet. The Psalmist largely found ready at hand these insights. 
They took them up, liYed their ;;ay into them experimentally, applied 
them to the life or indiYiduals and of the community and linked them 
to the religious wor::;hip that centered in the Temple, all the while 
both deepenin;; and intensifying them." (3) 
The most important quest ion in connection -.ri th the 
Book of Psalms is tho.t of its relation to the life of Davie.. Ca.n 
the origin of the P~ultor be carried to the tirr.e of David? Did Da.Yid 
(1) Tho He..-: Century Bible, I ar.d II Chronicles, p. 26 
(2) Abingdon Bible Co:;nm~ntary, p. 416 
(3) wslie 1 E. A., Abir.gdon Bible Cor.Jnento.ry, P• 509 
c"~-1 
I 
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Ylri te the psaJ.Jns or "!;:ere they merely attributed to him for s omc 
reason? Could the Jer1ish Church have been mistaken in rer;ardir.g 
Daviu as the most eminent religious poet of their nation and assuming 
the foundation of the Psalter to him? If only these questions could 
be answered satisfactorily many of our troubles v;ould be over, or a.t 
least ninimized, in ror:;arc to the poetic genius of the Psalmist. That 
David was a. gifted poet is proved by his noble elegy ov-er Saul and 
Jonathan (1) and his le.rr.ont for Abner (2). Although these poems are 
not directly religious, they sho'\·1 that the warrior King vm.s capable 
of the tenderest feelings. Hoy; 1 we at:Jk how it is that David was 
called the 1 SY;eet PGalmiGt of I::>rael', and likev<it:le ivhy so ma.ny 
psalms were attributed to him, unlet:Js he really ·w-rote some? The 
incorporo.tion of the Pso.J.1n of Thankse;iving in the Book of Second 
Saruel (3) as a specimen of Do.vid 1 s poetry illustrating his character 
and genius is evidence in favor of regarding hir.1 as o. writor of 
psalms, On the other hand we find that both music and poetry had 
o.lreo.dy reached o. high degree of development, for e:<!l.r.lple in Exodus z:v, 
the 'Song of I.liriam', or in Judges V, the 'Song of Deborah'. 
However 1 with David a new era of religions poetry cor.unenced, and also 
took on a personal content. 
The superscriptions of many of the psalms take the 
form of a plain historical notice, as in psalm III, "When David 
fled fron tho face of Abso.lom his son". .About fourteen others 
(1) II Samuel 1:19-27 
(2) II s~~uel 3:33-34 
(3) II Samuel 22:1-23:7 
• 
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have occasions expressed in titles, all referring to events in tpe 
life of David. In the lif'e of David, as -..·1ell as in his reign, the 
writer of the Psalms found a rich field of experiences from which to 
draw. Because David's cho.ra.cter wo.s so complex tho writer of the 
Psalms has written into many of them the life Gituations of his day 1 
but there is little if any trace that the author v.ras David. The fore-
most modern scholo.rs do not regard David as the author of the Psalter. 
Ho;·;ever, they do not say that many of the psalos could not have been 
rtritten in honor of Israel 1 s greatest king ar•d dedicated to him. 
Cheyne says, concerning David and the psalms, "It has 
often been asserted that the David or the psalms is an entirely 
d ii'ferent character from the David of his tory. The devout singer 
arid the rough warrior cannot be the same person. But a groat nature 
is necessarily many-sided; and in early ages it is possible that 
traits of character 1 which to us seem irreconcilable may co-exist 
in the same individual". (1) In this respect the character or 
Charles the Great furnishes an interesting parallel. Charles was 
a conqueror, a legislator, a.rounder or a social order, and a restorer 
of religion, yet his wars v:ere ferocious and his policy after conquests 
unsparing. Though there was much of earnestness o.nd intelligence in 
his religion
1 
it did not have depth enough to exclude that Ymyvrardness 
and inconsistency of moral principle, and that. ince.pacHy to control 
passion, which belonged to the time. 
Hot a. few of the psalms illustrate and aro illu::::trated 
by the history of David's life, in which is found abundant truces 
or the religious side of his character. Some of the::;e traits are: 
(1) Cheyne, T. K., Origin of the Ps~lter, P• 211 
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confidence, patience, a simple faith, hope, and penitence. 
Tho Psalms throvt a great deal of. light upon David's 
inner life. Here the va.J.ti.o of the psalms cannot be over-estimated, 
The notion of history, it is true, leave no doubt in our minds as to 
the reality of his faith and the depth and sincerity of his piety. 
However, the psalms carry us farther, In them is reflected the 
true man with his heart laid open to the conununion of God in deep 
humiliation of his repentance, in the invincible strength of his 
faith, and in that cleaving to God in ·which he surpassed all others. 
"In the Psalms" 1 Perowne says, "we see the character 
of David, which was no common one, a character vlith all the strength 
of man, yet witll all the tenderness of' Ymman. He ''as naturally brave, 
his courage was heightened and confinned by his faith in God which 
never forsook him, He >7as naturally Ytarm-heo.rted and affectionate 
as shown in his love for his parents, Michal, Absalom, and Jonathan. 
On tho other hand, '\'lhen stung by an act of ;·;rong or injust.lce, of 
;;hich his sense Yto.::; keen, he could flash out into strong words and 
strong deeds. He could hate ylith the some fervor that he loved, 
yet be ever ready to forgive. He could exercise a prudent self 
control, if he was occo.s ionally impetuous. His true courtesy, his 
chivalrous generosity to his foes, his rare delicacy and his rare 
self denial, are all trai~s 11hich present themselves most forcibly 
as ·we read his history. He is the truest of heroes in the genuine 
eleve,tion of his char:-..cter, no less than in the ordino.ry events of 
his life. 11 (1) 
In the different psalr..s r1e find many traits ,·:hich might 
---==---... ~---~ ~--·~--~-·· 
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very easily be applied to the life of David, as for instance in the 
third psalm, an undaunted courage (verses 51 6),strong convictions 
(verse 7), a generous prayer (verse 8). So in the fifth psalm uhat 
burning ;;rords of indignation (verse 10)! In the seventh what a keen 
sense of injury, what a lofty chivalrous spirit (verses 3-5)! In the 
fifteenth what a noble figure of stainless honor, of the integrity 
which co.n sto.nd both before God and before man! In the sixteenth 
(verses 8-11), seventeenth (verses 8-15), eighteenth (verses 1-2) 
what deep personal affection toward God! 
The Book of Psalms, then, serve a purpose as a means 
of interpretine some phases of the life and time of David. But to 
say that David was the author of one of the psalms 1 much less the 
seventy attributeC. to him, is taking· considerable for granted. In 
any case there is only a slight trace that suggests Davidic authorship, 
with little or no authority, e:ccept for the historical reference in 
the title. ·Gray has stated tho matter accurately when he says, 
"There are psalms in the Psalter of T:hich, if we may remove certain 
parts as later· interpolations, a residuum remains of which it would 
be unjustifiable to assert that it 1w.s not •··Titten by David." (1) 
Other references concerning David and his life than 
those mentioned in the above sources .are to be found in the Old Testa-
oent and the Hew Testament. In the Old Testrunent as early as Ezekiel, 
David becarae the· ruler v;ho .-;as to govern the restored people of 
Israel, (Ezekiel, 24:23-24; 37:24). If there were to be a ruling 
house it must be the Davidic dynasty; it d:i:d not occur to the ,Je·ws 
(1) Gray, G. B., Critical Introduction to ·the Old Testanent, p. 139 
•• 
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to thiruc of any other solution. Prophecies connected with the life 
of David are found in the following references: Isaiah 9:7; 22:22; 
55:3; Jeremie.h 30:9; Hosea 3:5; Ji.mos 9:11; are the I:tost irr.portant 
ones. In the rJe11 Testament David is mentioned as the progenitor 
of Christ in the following pas sages: Matthew 1: 1; 9:27; 21:9; 
Luke 1:32; John 7:42; Acts 2:25; 13:22; 15:15; Romans 1:3; II Tirr.othy 
2:8; Revelation 5:5; 22:16; thus we see tho person of David as an 
important character in the re ligiou::; hbtory of the world. 
,. 
- Character Eleoents in David as Revealed in the Historical Development 
of his Career before his Kingship 
Before making a study of the character of an individual 
it is necessary that he be introduced to us more or less formally. 
The situation which brings our hero, David, into tho lime light and 
to our attention centers around tho decline of Saul 1 s leadership and 
his final rejection by the Lord. Saul had utterly failed to carry 
out the Lord 1 s command, given through San uel for the entire destruction 
of the h:lalekites. Though not told the reason, Yle surmise that it 
was to be an example to other tribes that r:ere harming the chosen 
people. Saul kept for himself the best of the flocks and spared the 
life of tho J~alekite king, P~o.g. On his return he reported to Sar.ue~ 
a complete annihilation of the .. ~alekites, but the bleating of sheep 
and the lowing of cattle betrayed the king and he admitted his guilt. 
He made a confession, but sought to palliate it by blaming his 
subjects. (1) In this connection, Dr. Charles E. Jefferson once said, 
"In Sa.ul 1 s defense of his sin vre possess o. study of conscience 
unsurpassed in the 1i terature of tho r1orld." (2) 
Sa~uol interceded for Saul all, (3) but could not avail. 
Saul bitterly repented and confessed: "I have sinned; for I have 
transgressed the commandment of Jehovah", and even "worshipped 
(1) I Samuel 15:15, 21, 24 
(2) From notes on o. sermon heard in King's Chapel, Fall of 1932 
(3) I Samuel 15:11 
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Jehovah" (1), but it was too late. He had lost his right to reign. 
Therefore the Lord spol:c to Se.muel, saying, "How long wilt thou mourn 
for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel? Fill 
thine ho:·n with oil, and go., I ;-Jill send thee to Jesse, the Bethlehemite: 
for I have provided me o. king among his sons." (2) It T/as a dangerous 
errand and Samuel realized it, for he said., "Saul will kill me if he 
know it". Ho,·;over 1 God condescended to Samuel's fears and provided 
an excuse for his going to Bethlehem. Sanuel was to take a heifer 
and say that he had come to sacrifice it. It would., in this case, 
necessarily be a peace offering, since we know from the sacrificial 
system that only a male was used for burnt offerings, and a cow used 
for peace offering. Samuel accepted the task with Jehovah 1 s guidance. 
On this occasion we not only get a glimpse of David 
but are admitted to the whole family circle. "There was a practice 
once a year., in Bethlehetn, probably at the first .new moon of the year., 
of holding a sacrificial feast., at which Jesse as the chief 
proprietor of the place Y/ould pres ide (3) with the elders of the tovm. 
At this or such like feasts (4) suddenly appeared the great prophet 
Samuel, driving a heifer before him and having in his hand a horn 
of consecrated oil of the Tabernacle." (5) The elders of the tovm 
were terrified at this apparition., but ,·;ere reassured by the august 
visitor that it was a peaceful mission. Samuel bade those present, 
(1) See verses 24, 30, 31 
(2) I Samuel 16:1 
(3) I Samuel 20:6 
(4) I Smauel 16:1 
(5) Dictionary of the Bible., Vol. 1, pt. 1 1 2nd Ed., P• 720 
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including the sons of Jesse, to sanct:i,.fy themselves and join with him 
in the sacrifice. 
During the gathering for the sacrifice, as the sons of 
Jesse came in, Samuel sat ready to make the choice for king and to 
anoint him, as the Lord had directed. The first-born son appeared, 
a man of great strength, tall, handsome, and warrior type. Surely, 
Samuel though, Jehovah had destined him to be His anointed. However, 
Samuel was discouraged in this thought for the Lord said unto him, 
"Look not upon hi& countenance or his stature. Man looketh at the 
outward appearance, but Jehovah looketh on the heart." (1) It was 
the same with the next six brothers, and the Lord had not spoken 
favorably. This experience gave rise to the questioning of Jesse, 
"Are all thy children here?" Jesse replied, "All but the youngest, 
who keepeth the sheep". (2) Samuel requested his presence or the 
feast could not go on. In due time David came. "l~ben he arrived 
Sanmel was struck by his uncanmonly handsome appearance, especially 
the freshness of complexion, unusual in that country, and by the 
singular fire and beauty of his eyes. The divine choice was at once 
intimated to him. "Arise, anoint him, for this is he." (3) The 
choice and anointing were probably done after the sacrifice and in 
Jesse's house. We know that there was a considerable interval between 
the time the sacrifice was made and the feast, for the 
portions of the animal had to be prepared for food and 
roasted. It was during this interval that Samuel made 
(1) I Samuel 17:24 
(2) I Samuel 16:11 
(3) Kitto, History of the Bible, p. 286 
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acquaintance. 
After the anointing of David the spirit of the Lord 
came upon him. "A spirit of prudence to behave himself wisely 
upon all occasions; with a spirit of courage, so that he durst 
grapple with a lion and a bear; and the spirit of prophecy, in which 
he was afterwards very eminent. In short, a spirit fit for a prince." 
(1) David then went back to his flocks to think and to ponder in his 
heart the meaning of his commission. His behavior from that time on 
gained in genius, in power of all kinds, both secular and religious, 
and in all the marks of true God-like character. 
The Bible narratives in the Book of I Samuel bring to 
the reader's attention two accounts of David's introduction to the 
court of Saul. In the first and earliest account (2) Saul's rapid 
decline in leadership and his constant harassment by the Philistines 
so irritated and vexed the king that at times he was completely 
overcome by spells of melancholia. Saul had lost confidence in 
himself. His advisers suggested that a harper be found to soothe 
him during the paroxysms of his increasing mental trouble. 
~ediately someone suggested David of Bethlehem, a youth of equal 
strength and skill in fighting, eloquent in speech, very handsome 
and full of the spirit of Jehovah. David accepted the invitation 
extended to him and went to the court of Saul. Here he found such 
grace and favor with Saul that he became. a constant companion to 
the king. Later we find David in the camp and close to the person 
(1) vVhedon, D. D., Commentary on the Old Testrunent, Vol. III, P• 499 
(2) I Samuel 16:14-23 
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of Saul. \Vhen all ~ere afraid to face the Philistine Champion 1 David 
volunteered to accept the challenge, and so sprang at once from the 
position of a mere apprentice in arms to that of a celebrated warrior. 
The second account has to do with David who as a youth 
is sent by his father on an errand to the camp to carry supplies to 
his brothers. He was also entrusted with a small gift to the captain 
of their regiment; but he had no such gift for Saul, neither did he 
present h~self at headquarters. He was treated with coolness by the 
elder brothers i'tho stood v;ell at court. Evidently he was unknown 
to Saul and Abner. Shortly after his arrival he heard the challenge 
of the Philistine for a combat with Gehath. Vfuen no response came 
from the Israelites, David offered to fight the giant. He was finally 
permitted to do so, and was victorious and welcomed into the court 
of Saul. 
The question naturally arises as to which account is 
the more authentic. Smith tells us (1) that in the Septuagint 
version XVII:l2-31 1 41 1 50, and also the verses from XVII: 55 to 
XVII: 5 inclusive are omitted, and when these are removed we get a. 
far more consistent account of the matter. It is the verses omitted 
that give us the second account. It is needless to say that the 
second account is inconsistent with that which the text of the 
Septugint offers. lmy attempt to reconcile the two 11ould be 
inadequate. However, there are only two alternatives before us. 
It becomes noi'l an either - or proposition. VIe must recognize the 
Septuagint as the true text, and the fact that the additions of the 
(1) Smith, Vf. Robertson, Old Testament in the Jewish Church, P• 120 
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Hebrew are fragments of some lost history of David which got in the 
Hebre...-1 text by ace ident, or that the shorter text is cue to a deliberate 
omission. But since verse 32 follows more closely and logically verse 
11 than does verse 12, and since verses 12-31 are complete within 
themselves, we see that verses 1-11 of Chapter XVII are part of a 
history of public affairs, while verses 12-31 form part of a biography 
of David, and follo;·rinc; this section the history of public affairs 
is resumed. It all points to the fact that the narrative of verses 
12-31 is foreign to the main narrative of the Book of Samuel. Thus 
'\"ie must conclude that the first mentioned introduction is the more 
authentic account. 
The close connection of the Greek and less familiar 
Hebrew version of David 1 s victory with the preceding and following 
extracts from the early Judean David stories strongly favors the 
conclusion that it is the earlier and more authentic account of the 
event. Hence, there is good historical ground for believing that 
Goliath was slain by the hand of Saul 1 s valiant armor-bearer, David. (1) 
Along with any ac·complishment there are obvious results. 
As a result of the heroic achievement David suddenly leaped into 
national prominence and popularity. However, it has been said that 
popularity breeds contempt. The slaughter of Goliath gave final 
victory to the Israelites. So great was the achievement that when 
the warriors returned women came out and sang a song of triumph: 
Saul has slain his thousands 
And David has slain his ten-thousands 
(1) Kent, C. r., Founders and Rulers of United Israel, P• 91 
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In tha~ song David was exalted above Israel's King. 
Immediately jealousy arose between Saul and David. The kingship was 
not well established. Saul, therefore, must prove himself the 
strongest of men in order to hold his position. But now in the eyes 
of the tribe of Judah, Saul's military achievements receded into the 
background in favor of David. Also David was endowed with a unique 
personal charm. 
David gave Smtl no grounds for being jealous of h~, 
but Saul felt that the new hero had nothing else to gain but the king-
dom. What else could he take? Saul's jealousy grew into dislike 
and hatred and· he planned to get rid of David. One day as David 
played for the king, he seized a spe.ar and threw it at the harpist 
with intent to kill, but he failed. David was dismissed from personal 
service of the king and placed in command of a thousand men. It 
seems likely that the king expected that the inexperience of youth 
might lead David into such errors in this responsibility as would 
either give him occasion to act against him or would seriously damage 
his character with the people. But if such were his views, they 
were grievously disappointed. In his public station David behaved 
himself wisely in all his ways, for Jehovah was with him; and the 
opportunity which was given him only served to evince his talents 
for business and his attention to it, and, consequently to increase 
and establish that popularity among the people which his character 
and exploits had already won. (1) 
We now turn to the noble friendship of Jonathan and 
David -sho>m in relief· against a dark background of intrigue, rivalry, 
(1) Kitto, John, History of the Bible, p. 290 
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and bloodshed, which to a great extent characterized the period. 
The friendship was unique because of the two characters who figured 
•••• 
in it. There is reason why Jonathan, like his father, might have 
looked with suspicion upon David's rapid rise to popularity. However, 
the remarkable thing about it is that David placed his trust and life 
in the keepin~ of the son of Saul. 
Also about this time as David continued. to be victorious 
over the Philistines, the king learned that Michal, his y:· . ·' 
youngest daughter, had fallen in love with the hero 1 follo·wing the 
example of her brother Jonathan. Sa.ul 1 s crafty mind saw an opportunity 
to foil his rival. He promised Michal to David. However, in the 
East the husband is expected in some way to purchase his bride by 
a payment to her father. If one cannot pay this in money 1 he must 
do it by his services, the father setting the exploit. When David 
declared that he was too poor to pay the price Saul quickly sprung 
the trap by telling him that he could have !achal for the slaying 
of one hundred Philistines and presenting their foreskins as proof. 
D&:Vid was al1.mys doing better than Saul expected of him, and quite 
the opposite as well, Saul fir:;ured that David would surely be killed. 
Instead, De.vid returned with two hundred foreskins as proof. 11And 
so, instead of obtaining his object of having David destroyed by 
the dangers of war, he is compelled to give David the fair I.lichal 
and has to bear the additional vexe.tion of seeinr; him loved by 
Michal, as well as by the people." (1) 
In some subsequent actions against the Philistines, 
with whom a desultory warfare was still carried on, David displayed 
(1) Ewald, Heinrich, The History of Israel, Vol. III, P• 75 
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great courage and military skill, which increased his favor with the 
people and in the same proportion the animosity of Saul. His hate 
became so ungovernable that he could no longer confine the dark 
secrets io his ovm bosom, or limit, himself to underhand attempts 
against the life of Jesse's son. Therefore he could not refrain from 
calling upon his son Jonathan and his courtiers, charging them to 
take e.ny favorable opportunity of putting David to death. 'Saul did 
not, know at. this time of the strong love of Jonathan for David or 
the degree to which it had been carried. He d ;i.d not knovr that his 
noble princely son had risen above all selfishness, en·~, or pride 
and loved David even "as his ovm soul". (1) Jonathan saw in the so.n 
of Jesse the great strength of character back of his success which 
Saul, beorutso of his selfishness and fear or .David, could not sec. (2) 
In the present instance Jonathan could not betray his 
friend, David, !tlthough it vra.s his father's direct command. !Jeither 
could he act to the prejudice of his father, which would in reality 
be o.dvis ing David to flee and by so doing deprive his father of his 
kingdom's firmest and stronr;cst support. It did not take Jonathan 
lo}1g to decide that.he would protect David regardless of the conse-
quences, for he sa.v; in the young hero a con[;enia.l soul and a. true 
man. He vw.s attracted by hi::J piety, his patriotism, and his courage. 
He, therefore, advised David to conceal. himself on the follm7ing day 
in a corner of a certain field to which he proposed to come accompanied 
by his father, and to talk over the thinros concorni.ng Da.vid so that 
(1) I S~uel 18:1 
(2) Kitto, John, HistoJ.:-;( of the Bible, pp. 290-291 
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David could hear the news for himself. 
On the next day Jonathan presented himseli' to his father 
in the open field and interceded in David 1 s behalf by speaking of 
his virLues and the great services David had rendered, and bcr;e;ed 
Saul not to shed i~~ocent blood. Saul could not withstand the truth 
of these representations and took a solemn oath to mal:B no further 
attemptG ae;ainst David 1 s life. Then Jonathan brought his friend 
back to the court and David performed his duties as before. (1) 
However, as soon as David returned from a fresh campaign 
against the Philistines in which he v;on important victories, Saul 
fore;ot his promise to Jonathan, and joalou::;y and envy took possession 
of the king. One evening as David sat beside the king and played 
upon the harp, Saul, in another fit of rage attempted to take David 1 s 
life. David avoided the blow and retired to his o1m dwelling, ·which 
is thought to have been in the lo·;;er tovm. Saul, in his determination, 
sent messengers to his house to inquire about him. David 1 s wife, 
~~lichal, daughter of Saul, advised him to go into the country for 
safety and devised a neans of escape. David evidently thought 
this to be a c ovrardly act, but it i"las a mat tor of 1 ife and death 
·with hi.rn for he would have been deprived of his life had he returned 
to the court. Tho king 1 a meosengers watched the house to prevent his 
escape during the night, and planned to make his arrest in tho 
n.orning. 
£1Iichal let David down through a vlindow in a basket 
(1) I Samuel 18:30-19:7 
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during the night and placed in his bed the image of the household 
god, her teraphim, shaped like a hur:u:m figure. She spread over its 
head a goat 1 s hair flynet, ;·;hich nas much used by people in hot coun-
tries to cover the face "17hile in bed, and over the figure she placed 
a loose mantle, a part of David 1 s ordinary attire. l'ihen the officers 
arrived in tho early morning the crafty little wife caut:io1.t:.Jly announced 
that he was sick. But when Saul heard it he roughly bade his messen-
gers bring David, bed and all. To their astonishment they discovered 
the ino.ge. ·when questioned Michal declared that her husband threatened 
her with death unless she co1mived o.t his escape. 
David now became a hunted fugitive. This period of 
his life, difficult and perilous though it was, was invaluable to 
David. It consolidated his character and enlarged his resources. 
It built up for him the strong nucleus of a.n army. It taught him 
king-craft and made him a. popular hero. Best of a.ll it tested and 
proved his faith in God so that it became as adamant. 
David had now escaped the hand of Saul, but Y<here 
could he go; that was his foremost thought. He could not go to his 
father 1 s house and involve his fa. thor in the trouble that threatened 
hin, nor could he go to the surrounding nations that hated him as 
intensely as did Saul. 1'Te can only surmise the feeling that David 
had at tl:te prospect of leaving his home and wife and, l.Lko the old 
patriarch Abrahum 1 goine; forth and not knowing whither he i"lent • 
He evidently ;-:ept bitterly at the thought of becoming a homeless 
Ytanderor, a fugitive in his native la.nd. Fleeing from his home in 
the darkness and cut off from every resource, David turned his foot-
f'lt 
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steps toYm.rd Srunuol and came to Humah, where he took refuge with him 
at a prophetic school. (1) Three times Saul sent messengers to 
capture him, but each time they ;wre overcome by the sacred minstrel:'{ 
of the prophets; when the nes sengers did not return Saul >tent in 
person, and like'11'ise was so filled ,·dth prophetic frenzy that he 
stripped off his clothes and lay nu.lced all night. 
Grave doubts, ho.-rever, ho.vo been raised against this 
narrative says one writer, who gives a reason for his attitude. He 
says, "For a. Judean like David, flight southward was more natural 
frort~ Gibeah than northward to Rarn.ah; the connection between Samuel 
and the prophets is not that presented by the older history of Saul 
and Samuel, where indeed there is another explanation given to the 
proverb: Is Saul a1ong the prophets? The present narrative can 
hardly be by the author of chapter fifteen (2) who implies that 
Saul and Samuel did not. meet again. The conception of the prophetic 
school as here described is probably later than tho time of David; 
and we muat regard it as at least. doubtful whether David had any 
dealings with St:muel." (3) 
If this narrative be rejected as co1uing from o. later 
origin, ar.d thi:J we shall do, then the first place visited by David 
in his flight was the prieatly city of IJob, the seat of the Tabernacle, 
which YHl.S due north of Jerusalem. David visited Hob for two reasons. 
In the first place it y;o.s to obtain an interview with the high 
priest, and in the second plo.ce to obto.in food and weapons. He 
(l) Kitto, John 1 History of the Bible, p. 292 
(2) I Samuel 15:35 
(3) \Tnite, H. A., Diction?..ry of the Bible, Hastings Vol. 1, p. 563 
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appealed to PJ1i:nelech, the head of the priests of Eli 1 s fa.r.ri.ly 1 on 
pretext of a secret mission fror:1 Saul and obtained, through him an 
answer frorJ. the oracle, some of the consecrated loaves, and tho 
dcdice.ted svrord of Golio.th, •;;hich was tho only available weapon. 
Smith tells that this incident was of double importance in David's 
career. First, it established a. connect ion between him and the only 
survivor from the massacre in which David 1 s visit involved tho house 
of l~imelech. Secondly, from Ahimelecl1 1 s surrender of the conse-
crated bread to David 1 s hunger our Lord drew the inference of the 
superiority of the moral to the ceremonial law, vrhich is the only· 
all us ion made to David 1 s life in the lJevr Testament. (1) It is also 
comr:1emora.ted by the traditional title of Psalm 52. 11 (2) 
Thus provided with food and a vreapon David departed, but 
the proceedinr;, harmlens enough in itself, had been witnessed by a 
person who a.fterv:ard maliciously distorted it according to Ewald, 
Doeg, the Edomite. He seems to have gone over to Saul during tho 
wars i1ith Edot;1 1 and Saul had made him chief overseer of his flocks. 
He had adopted the Jahveh religion and may have been then staying 
at the Sanctuary for the performance of sene VOYv. (3) 
The vis it to Nob vms followed by important consequences. 
Shortly o.ften:ard, 1·rhile Saul was holding court at Gibeah he· complained 
concerning some of his follouers, the Benjamites, because of their 
ingratitude in taking part against him vlith his own son and David. 
At this point the Edomite, Doeg, the chief herdsman of Saul, or rather 
(1) !.!atthe.-;, 12:13; Ihrk, 2:25; Luke, 6:3, 4 
(2) Stanley, A. P. : Sr.tith1 s Dictionary or tho Bible, Vol. 1, Ft. L, p. 725 
(3) Evmld, History of Israel, Vol. III, p. 83 
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the mi:Shtiest of hi:=; runners {1) declared that he had seen David at 
Hob when liliimelech sup9liod him with food and weapons. Saul) at 
once suspecting }Jlimelech summoned him and the priests of his family 
1 
and refusing to accept their denial ordered the guards to put them 
to death. The guards hesitated, but Doog carried out the king 1 s 
orders. Eighty-five priests were slain, and the city of Hob c onpletely 
destroyed. Only one man of Eli 1 s family escaped, namely 1 Abiathar, 
son of .Ahimolech, who fled to David. David, feeling that the 
disaster was in a measure due to himself, promised him protection. 
After his vis it to Nob and his identification by the 
Edomite, Doeg, David surmised what 'rould happen. For hrumediate sa£e~y 
David vms compelled to return to his old enemies, the Philistines 1 
where he found shelter with Achish, the king of Gath. But he was 
soon recognized as the slayer of Goliath, and it was only by feigning 
madness that he saved his life. Concealing the brightest intellect 
of his age under a cloak of lunacy, he frothed at the mouth and drummed 
frantically on the city walls. When Achish saw his behavior he 
remarked that he had fools enough already in his service and dismissed 
David as useless and imbecile, and David was once more free and home-
less. Meanwhile, this tarrying in Philistia was another instrument 
in his training, for it nurtured that largeness of sympathy which 
he needed when he became king of Israel. 
David was then an outcast from both nations. Israel 
and Philistia i'tere alike closed against him. There '1as no resource 
but that of an independent outlaY;. He first betook himself to the 
(1) Driver, S. R., Literature of the Old Testament, p. 180 
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cave of Adullam (1), near the old Canaanite city of the same name. 
Here the ~ild character of the country afforded him a hiding place. 
He ~as among his m;n tribesmen, and ~as located on the extremity of 
Judah where Saul's influence was least felt. Here his iuuned:i.ate 
family came to him, their fonner home made unsafe by Saul's revenge. 
Among them came the brave sons of Zeruiah, David's sister. Others 
who came were the impoverished, the debtors, and the discontented. 
Soon David had an army of four hundred. He was now among the 
lortest of those he would later govern. It is to David's lasting 
honor that the land of Israel was not plunged into a civil war. 
His men increased in numbers daily, as did their devotion to David. 
David 1 s self-restraint was the only thing that stood bett:een Saul 
and the loss of his throne as well as his life. 
One day, while David was in the cave of Adullam, in a 
fit of homesickness he expressed his desire for a draught of 11ater 
from the well he remembered by the gate of his native villege 1 
Bethlehem. Immediately upon hearing David express his desire, three 
of his most devoted warriors sped away to Bethlehem. They broke 
through the Philistine forces, which surrounded Bethlehem, and 
obtained the coveted water. When they returned to present it to their 
beloved leader he would not touch it because the three men had risked 
their lives in the gratification of his desire. He poured the 
precious imter on the ground as a libation ofih,o.nkfulness to God for 
such courage and devotion (2). Pure chivalry and pure religion there 
(1) I Samuel 22:1 
(2) II Samuel 23:16 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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formed an absolute union. 
Another act of David 1s was that of the kindness shovm 
his parents. The insecurity of David's position rendered him anxious 
for their safety. He placed them under the protection of the King 
of Moab (1), a step which may perhaps be explained by reference to 
the Book of Ruth, the Moabitess. Could David have been more truly 
and more fully the man after God's o;m heart than when he came out 
of his stronghold and risked his own life and liberty in order to 
secure the peace and comfort of his imperilled parents? 
Shortly after this David was advised by the prophet, Gad,. 
to move from his stronghold to the forest of Ha.reth, but he was 
certainly in or near Adullam when we hear of him again. News had 
then reached David that the Philistines were besiegi.ng Keila.h about 
four or five miles to the southeast. David did his good turn by 
marching dovm and drivir.g the Philistir.es away from Keilo.h, taking 
from them rich spoil and settling there. Saul heard the news with 
joy. If his enemy ·r:ere once in a city, even were it walled, he could 
beleaguer him and must eventually get him into his hands. Accordingly 
he summoned the army of Israel and determined to lay seige to 
Keilah (2), 
David, however, had reason to fear being delivered 
up to Saul by the inhabito.nts and so, again directed by divine 
counsels, he left Keilah and remained in the hill country in the 
wilderness of Ziph and Maon. Saul constantly pursued him, but God 
(1) I Samuel 22:3 
(2) Kittel, R.·, Historv of Hebrews, P• 127 
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delivered him. While D~vid was in the wilderness of· Ziph, Jonathan 
secretly met him, and the t;·to f'riends reneiled their covenant before 
God. Every movement of' David was reported to Saul, who pursued 
him far south of the Holy Le.nd, but a sudden raid of the Philistines 
called him home. fJo sooner had Saul conquered them than he reneiled 
the pursuit of' David. At En-gedi David suddenly found Saul at his 
mercy. His folloYmrs urged him to strike on the grounds that Saul 
was the Lord's anointed and the Lord alone would discro•·m him. 
David spared his life, but cut away a. piece from Saul 1 s skirt to 
prove that he had had his lii'e in his hands. (1) 
After this experience Saul became mortified at David 1 s 
forbearance, confessed his folly and returned home. David then 
resumed his lii'o in the wilderness of 1Iaon. 
The one big problem and an exceedingly difficult one 
·which confronted David was that of supporting some six hundred 
restless warriors in a very thickly settled and unproductive border-
land of southern Judah. Often they made attacks on some hostile 
J~ab tribe and were able to get supplies. In other cases David and 
his men would protect the shepherds or villagers from attacks for 
which· they 'Would receive pay 1 which was an unvtritten law of the 
borderland. Otherwise they depended upon the gifts of' friendly 
neighboring clans. Another well-established law was that especially 
at the annual f'estivals those who had possessions should share with 
those who had not. (2) 
(1) I Samuel 24:4 
(2) Kent, c. F., Founders and Rulers of UnHecl Israel, p. 107 
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In the vicinity of Hebron there lived a very wealthy 
man. He belonged to the tribe of Caleb, and his name was Nabal. 
Nabe.l had great possessions, and was celebrating the feast of the 
Sheep Sheexing with his men at Carmel. David, as a natural protector 
by having his camp in the wilderness of Maon, had a right to demand 
supplies for his men from the rich man, Nabal. Therefore, David 
sent ten of his men to congratulate Nabal and to ask the favor. 
Luck was against them, for Nabal was a churlish fellow, and turned 
them away ilith some insulting remarks concerning David. 'VIhen the 
messengers returned with their report, David resolved to avenge the 
insult. i'iith four hundred men he decided to surprise and destroy 
everything the following night. Fortunately, !Tabal' s discreet and 
beautiful wife, Abigail, who possessed much personal charm and tact, 
from one of the servants 
received timely notice,_of all that had happened. Toward evening, 
when Nabal had surrendered himself to the most careless revelry and 
was hopelessly drunk, Abigail collected, without his knowledge, a 
sui table present of all kinds of provisions and sent it fonmrd to 
meet the advancing forces of David. She then followed it in person. 
Upon meeting David e.nd his men she interceded in her husband's 
behalf and persuaded David that he vms not worth the effort of making 
the revenge. Her gift and wise counsel evidently not only placated 
David but won his heart. 
Abigail's motive for her action is in the narrative. 
She recognized hov; much her husband had been benefited by David, for 
she had been told much concerning him and evidently h'new something 
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about his character. She realized that the insult inflicted upon 
David by her husband would bring disaster to Nabal 1 s possessions. 
Conscious of her beauty she felt that it might have some influence 
upon David, and she knew that if she could win his friendship all 
would be saved. Without a word to her drunken husband she 
secretly prepared for David an abundance of good things 1 more than 
David had hoped for, and hastened to meet the approaching army. 
Her tactfulness, her beautiful and prudent words, one of the most 
eloquent speeches in all literature, urging David not to regard her 
foolish husband nor stain his hands w·ith blood, so won David that he 
desisted fronl his vengeful purpose. 
David accepted the gifts of Abigail and bade her 
return to her home. When she arrived, !Jabal was told how he and all 
his possessions had been saved through her appeal to David. It ;vas 
at this point that Nabal realized ithat he had done and what lay back 
of the insult to David 1 s men. He had forgotten that David could 
hate as intensely as he loved and that he was the most fearless 
warrior in Judah. When he heard Abigail 1 s story his weakened heart 
and shattered nerves could not stand the strain. He suffered a stroke 
of apoplexy from which he died ten days later. Almost inunediately 
after the days of mourning were over David sent a messenger asking 
the hand of Abigail in marriage, and she accepted the proposal and 
became David's wife. The union brought to the outlaw chief not 
only rich possessions in flocks, but also the support of the strong 
tribe of Caleb. 
Again Saul, at the sugges.tion of the Ziphites, sought 
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David. 'When Saul was in the inunediate neighborhood David, with a 
companion, rtent into the camp at night while a deep sleep was o~cr 
,., 
~- . 
the entire anny. He refused to let Abishai, his companion, slay 
Saul. As proof that he could have taken Saul's life, he carried 
a~ay the king 1 s spear and cruse of water. iVhen he was at a safe 
distance from the camp he called to Abner and reproved him fo'r 
neglect of his duty. Saul recognized the voice of David and called 
to him, but with David's expostulation confessed his r.rrong and each 
went on his way. In the narrative of I Samuel, Smith believes that 
the second account of David's magnanimity toward Saul is a parallel 
of the one recorded in Chapter twenty-four. Also this agrees with 
the fact that the Ziphites are active in both. Budde assigns this 
present account toE, the other (chapter twenty-four) to J. (1) 
Professor Smith believes that since the present one 
seems to be nearer the event it must belong to the older of the tYto 
documents. 
After the hair-breadth escapes of David and the close 
pursuit of Saul, David came to the concluGion that it was not safe 
either for himself or his men to remain longer on Hebrew soil. ~e, 
too, was betrayed by the very men he had aided, the Ziphites. As 
a means of escape he resorted to Achish, king of Gath, who received 
him. David, not satisfied with the life in the capitol, begged for 
a tovm which he might hold as an outpost, King Achish granted his 
• request, and David moved his men and household effects to the town 
(1) Smith, H. P., International Critical Commentary, p. 229 
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qf Ziklag. There he carried on constant warfare with the Bedowin 
or the Amalekites. David left the impression that he was making 
raids on the Judahite clans, but as a matter of fact he captured 
a Bedowin camp, slew all of the captives, and turned the spoils over 
to the king. 
The course of events soon placed David in a most trying 
situation. In all situations, however, the same regal qualities 
shone out: trust in God, love for man, courage for the right, decisive-
ness, alertness and perseverance. The confidence of the Philistines 
involved him in an almost impossible dilemma. As a body guard of 
Achish he was commanded to join the Philistine army in its march 
against Saul, but David's diplomacy proved equal to the test. It 
is difficult to determine what course he would have followed on the 
actual battlefield. (1) 
When the Philistine troops ·were mustered the attention 
of the . chiefs was draYm to David and his band. They inquired of 
Achish why he was there, and received assurance of his fidelity. 
But they regarded his presence as a danger so that David, in spite 
of his protestation of fidelity, was sent away. Returning home he 
found that the Amalekites had taken revenge for his former incursions 
by attacking the undefended Ziklag, capturing the inhabitants, carrying 
them away as slaves, and burning the toYm. (2) Following the co~nand 
of the Divine Oracle, David and his men were soon in hot pursuit • 
About evening time they made a sudden attack which quickly scattered 
(1) Kent, c. F., Founders and Rulers of United Israel, p. 113 
(2) Smith, H. P., International Critical Commentary, p. 243 
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the robbers and left David in possession, not only of his own 
possessions, but also of a large amount of other booty. On returning, 
.' 
-
some of the men wanted to keep all the booty for the company, but 
David contended that it should be divided between them and those 
left behind with the baggage. (1) The precedent, which he established 
in dividing the spoil, became a binding law. The distribution of 
that part of the Amalekite spoil which fell to him reveals clearly 
his ambition. David used the booty at his disposal to win the 
hearts of Judah. Presents were sent to all the southern 
chieftains. 
The Philistines' vast army once more broke with a 
sudden eruption into the kingdom of Saul. He ~mediately gathered 
together his forces and moved forward to meet them. He found them 
camped on the great plains of Esdraelon and pitched his camp on 
l1iount Gilboa. The enemy had chosen the plain because of the great 
number of chariots and masses of cavalry. As Saul looked down on 
the vast army he lost all courage and his heart trembled exceedingly. 
It was not so much the sight of the army as the fact that Saul had 
lost all confidence in God and in himself. Perplexed and terrified 
he knew not i1hich way to turn. He tried to pray, but received no 
answer. He could not consult the Divine Oracle, for he had slain 
all except one of the family of the high priest; only Abither, who 
took the Oracle, remained, and he was a fugitive with David. Saul 
could not consult Samuel, for he was dead. 
Saul felt that he could not go into the battle without 
(1) I Samuel 30:21-25 
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some supernatural support. He remembered a woman who lived at Endor 
and who he.d a reputation of being able to communicate with the dead. 
Saul, in company with two other men,· consulted the witch at Endor 
who called upon Samuel. (1) The ansv;er, the narrative tells us, that 
Samuel gave was that Saul's kingdom would be taken from him and given 
to David; that his army would be defeated on the morrow, and he with 
his sons would die; and that all this had been brought upon him 
because of his disobedience to Jehovah. 
Saul was then in a desperate condition. However 1 
had he not lost the battle before he v;ent into it he might have won, 
for he had by far the best location. But the troops shared the 
hopelessness of their king and were soon put to rout. Saul and his 
sons, unable to escape, were hemmed in at the foot of Mount Gilboa. 
Jonathan and his two brothers died fighting, and Saul, badly wounded, 
fell on his sword to escape capture. (2) Israel had been overwhelm-
ingly defeated. 
In the first chapter of II Samuel a different version 
of Saul's death is recorded and says that Saul was slain by an 
Amalekite. This story cannot be reconciled with the true narrative 
of I Samuel XXXI. It is quite clear that the l®alekite was one who 
had come to strip the slain after the battle and had the luck of 
finding Saul with crovm and bracelet. Perhaps with the idea of a 
reward he invented a story with what he had heard, and started 
off to tell David that Saul was dead, and moreover to that he had 
(1) I Samuel 28:12 
(2) I Samuel 31:5 
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slain him. David 1 s temper was hasty, and the fact that the messenger 
was an Amalekite did not check or calm it. Whether or not David 
'··' 
,_ ' 
believed the confession we do not know, but the Amalekite lost his 
life for the slaying of the kine 1 s anointed. 
Vfuen the news of the disaster reached David at Ziklag 
he and his followers joined in the universal lamentation. 'l'here is 
good ground for believing that the author of the noble Song "l"laS 
David. (1) 11 The detailed reference in the song fit well the lips 
of David. The genuine pathos and sorrow, especially over the death 
of the beloved J onatha.n, all point to David as the author. The artistic 
beauty of the poem is unsurpassed. In the first stanza the nation 
is called to join in the lamentation, in the second the cruel 
exultation of the Philistines is viewed with horror, and in the third 
nature, and especially the Mountains of Gilboa, the scene of the 
battle, are called upon to join in the lamentation. In the next 
t;·:o stanzas the courage, the prowess, and the virtue of Saul and 
Jonathan are powerfully presented. The culmination of the poem 
is reached in the pathetic stanza in which David protests his deep 
love for Jonathan and voices his ovm bitter sorrow." (2) 
(1) II Satrnel 1:17-27 
(2) Kent, C. F., Founders and Rulers of United Israel, p. 119 
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CHAPI'ER III 
Cho.re.d,er Elements in David as Revealed in the Historical Development 
of His Career af'ter His Kingship 
How that Saul 1ms dead and the Philistines masters of 
Central Canaan, the Judee.ns were only too glad to call their tribeman 
and champion to be king. But 17here would he live'? Ziklag Yle.S in 
ruins and he could not live there. The death of Saul allowed him 
to return to Judah, and glad enough he was to do so. But even in 
his eagerness he wanted to consult the Oracle of God and then choose 
the city which it pointed out to him, the ancient city of Hebron. 
There David reigned for seven and one half years. However, the part 
of the country over 17hich David was made king was only the southern 
portion of the tribe of Judah. This tribe would hardly recognize 
the weak rule of Saul's son Ishbosheth1 and doubtless they were proud 
of their fellow tribesman, David. The Philistines regarded David as 
their vassal and YTere not 11illing that he govern Judah without 
allegiance to them. Moreover, they held the central portion of the 
country, cutting off from Judah the region where Ishbosheth ruled, 
so that Judah could hardly submit itself to Saul's son if it so 
. desired. 
Ishbosheth, the only surviving son of Saul, became king 
ovor North Israel. He did not inherit his father's strong character, 
and his life made very little impression. The chief support of his 
throne was Abner, Saul's general. In the war carried on between 
the two Israelitish powers, David was the gainer. (1) 
(1) Smith, H. P., International Critical·Commentary, p. 267 
• 
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The conflict between Abner and David resulted in 
strengthening the house of David and weakening the house of Saul, 
Seemingly it took the talents of Abner to hold the kingdom of Ish-
bosheth together. The prestige of David rapidly increased among the 
people, and his reign at Hebron was a prosperous one. He increased 
his wives to six, to all of •vhom sons Ymre born at Hebron. "In this 
small kingdom his good and prosperous government, together with 
the knowledge that he had been divinely appointed to reign over all 
Israel, appears insensibly to have inclined the other tribes tm·m.rd 
him by '\7hich, more even than by war 1 his cause gathered that strength 
which that of Ishbosheth lost." (1) 
After Abner, who had put Ishbosheth on the throne 
of Israel, had established Ishbosheth1 s powers, he turned his army 
to Gibeon where he met Joab in charge of David's troops. In this 
combat Abner was defeated. One of the incidents of the battle was 
that in which Asahel, the younger brother of Joab, and whose 
ambition was content with no less a prey than Abner himself, was 
slain. Asahel was a swift runner and soon overtook Abner in his 
retreat. Abner recognized hun and begged hUn to turn back lest he 
have to kill him, but Asahel did not heed his vtords, Wishing to 
avoid a feud with Joab 1 an obstacle in making favorable terms with 
David on the fall of Saul's house, Abner again begged him to turn 
as ide, but Asahel pursued and was killed by h:irn, 
Shortly afterward Abner opened negotiations with 
David to transfer the whole kingdom to him as the result of a break 
(1) Kitto, ,John, History of the Bible, p. 307 
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over a personal matter between Abner and Ishbosheth. Overjoyed e.s 
David must have been, he did not lose his masterful grip on himself 
and the situation, He demanded that Hiche.l, his first wife, whom 
Saul had given to another man when he quarreled with David, should 
be returned to him before any other business would be discussed. In 
this way he secured for himself, as Saul's son-in-law, e. certain title 
to the leadership of all Israel, !11iche.l was restored to David through 
e.n order issued by Ishbosheth. Then Abner proposed to the elders 
of the northern tribes that they transfer their loyalty, and he came 
to David to report progress and David promised to reward him generously 
for his services. 
But Joab was yet to be reckoned with. ·when he heard 
of all the royal favor that had been heaped upon his rival, smarting 
with jealousy and stirred with the thought of revenge for Abner's 
killinr; of his brother at Gibeon, he sent word for Abner to return 
to Hebron and then treacherously slew him. By the most skilful 
acting, David convinced everybody.the.t he had no hand in the 
murder. 
With their strong man dead, the northern elders realized 
that the rule of Ishbosheth was near an end. Tr1o of Ishbosheth1 s 
captains, however, hastened i. by assassinating him a.nd bringing his 
head to David. They hoped that David would reward them, but. e.s a 
warning that he did not accept that kind of service he hanged them 
by the pool of Hebron. (1) 
.After the death of Ishbosheth there was no further 
(1) Dailey and Kent, History of the Hebrew Commonwealth, p. 101 
• 
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member of Saul 1 s house around whom the people could rally, and they 
naturally turned to David. All the tribes sent bodies of warriors, 
280 1 000 in all, and a great assembly met at Hebron. The elders of 
the people were the spokesmen and, addressinE David, they declared 
that even when Saul ;ms king it Yms David who was the real shepherd 
of the people. Moreover, God himself had chosen David to be their 
king, and they ·were only accepting loyally His selection. David, 
then, was publicly anointed king over all Israel, making a league 
or covenant with the people. "This uas probably a solemn contract 
in uhich the king on the one hand engaged to rule according to the 
laws, and the people on the other hand, promised him their 
allegiance. Some kind of charter defining the king 1 s rights uas 
in existence (1) and later on we find the people demanding some 
limitation (2) of these rights." (3) Samuel had told the people 
the manner of the kingdom. He laid do>7n the principles and limitation 
of the kingly po;·1er. He instituted a limited monarchy with a 
written constitution. However, "the Israelitish monarchy was not 
an absolute or irresponsible despotism." (4) 
The capture of the strong fortress of Jebus 
(Jerusalem) appears to have followed soon after David's 
victory over the Philistines. This fortress was so strong that 
it had remained in possession of the Canaanites until David sought 
a capital midway between the north and south. It had an important 
advantage, also, because it had belonged to neither the north nor 
(1) I Samuel 10:25 
(2) I Kings 12:3 
(3) Kirkpatrick, Cambridge Bible, p. 81 
( 4) Ibid.' p. 81 
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south and had now been conquered by the united forcesJ making it 
common ground. "PoliticalJ civilJ and military considerations 
pointed to Jerusalem as the most suitable capital for the 
united kingdom. 11 ( 1) 
Having made himself master of Jerusalem, David perfected 
the organization of his nation. He had shmm from the beginning of 
his career unusual skill in organization. He vanquished the Philist-
ines, secured a long period of rest from war, forrned an alliance 
wit.h the king of Tyre, and erected a palace for himself in Zion. 
Like Gideon before him, David evidently des ired to make his ne;; 
capital the central seat of worship for all Israel. The ark, the 
most sacred national treasure, was still at Kirjath-jearim, where 
it had been left after its surrender by the Philistines. The bringing 
of the ark to Jerusalem and its proper enshrinement in the tabernacle 
or temple with p3 riodic pilgrimages to it would inevitably unite the 
tribes and help to consolidate the kingdom. David profoundly believed 
that this stronghold among tle hills ;;as the place in which Jehovah 
had chosen to record his name. All his ideals were theocratic. He 
thought that the national government and the national religion must 
be united so that each would become a part of the other. In this 
section of the narrative ;·m at once have an illustration of David 1 s 
piety and of his political sagacity. The parallel account in I 
Chronicles (2) gives a more extensive description of details -- how, 
doubtless acting by divine direction, David erected on Mount Zion 
for the reception of the ark a new tabernacle, wlilile the other 
(i) Kent, c. F., Founders and Rulers of United Israel, p. 132 
(2) I Chronicles 13:15:16 
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tabernacle remained at Gibeon four or five miles away. The depositing 
of the ark was a. great political and religious event. It has been 
claimed that the twenty-fourth Psalm was Y~itten for the occasion. 
One accident marred the joy in the transferring of 
the ark. In the course of the journey, just as they reached one of 
those open spaces co~non in that region where the rock had been swept 
clean for a threshing floor, the oxen probably slipped and the cart 
upon which the ark was carried was shaken. Uzzah, one of the followers, 
evidently with no thought of >that he was doing, took hold of the ark 
to steady it and was instantly killed in an outburst of divine 
irrath. It was essentially the sin of irreverence for which Uzzah 
was punished. The disaster had a terrible effect upon David. He 
was terror-stricken and cried, "How shall the ark of the Lord come 
to me?" (1) implying that if God punished so fearfully so slight a. 
transgression, he himself would not dare assume further responsibility 
for it. The narrative reads as if David resented the judgment which 
God had inflicted, and in somewhat of a. fetulent spirit David 
abandoned the enterprise because he found God too hard to P.lea.se. 
The ark was taken to the house of Obed-edom and left. So Piously 
did Obed-edom care for it, as he was one of the family divinely 
appointed to care for it, that the Lord blessed Obed-cdom and his 
household. Probably he increased in riches and children, but we are 
not told in what way the Lord blessed him. At any rate the ark paid 
well its entertainment. 
(1) IISawel6:9 
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In three months' time David recovered from his 
peevishness, and rmen he saw the prosperity the ark had brought to 
Obed-odom he ·longed £or the same blessings £or himsel£ and his 
kingdom. This time the ark was carried on the shoulders o£ the 
Levites. As the procession moved into the city, David clad only 
in a linen ephod, leaped and danced be£ore the Lord. This act was 
severely criticized by Michal as being unkh1gly conduct. Ai'ter great 
ceremony the ark Ylas installed in the tent on Mount Zion. 
When David had peace a£ter his ·wars he decided it was 
discourteous to Jehovah to have the sacred ark kept in a tent while 
he lived in a £ine new palace. David proposed to build a splendid 
temple for Jehovah. The proposition was approved by Nathan, the 
prophet. Ho·wever 1 that very night the Lord spoke to Ne.i:'han and told 
him to forbid David the present building of the temple~~to console 
David by promisine; that his descendants should always reign and that 
his son should build the temple. Two reasons £or David 1 s beine; 
£orbidden might be advanced. One is that God had hitherto been 
satis£ied with the tabernacle and had manifested himself there. A 
£iner edifice might easily corrupt the spiritual simplicity of the 
Hebrew religion and introduce idolatries. A £urther reason might be 
that David had been a man of war, and the temple building could best 
be done by a. man of peace. 
David was greatly disappointed that he was not 
permitted to build the temple, but was almost overjoyed by the coven-
ant which Jehovah made ''ith him that his descendants should always 
reign, £or hitherto no one person, and only vaguely a single tribe, 
l 
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had been singled out as supreme by Jehovah. 
David is spoken of many times as a conqueror, and rightly 
so, for he had won many honors on the battlefield. "David realized 
that the peace which he counted for his people lay only in the reducing 
to helplessness their ring of foes." (1) His predecessor had 
attempted such a program, but was unable to carry it out. Now David, 
who Ytas able to command a greater loyalty, and who was in every case 
a greater general, lead his mighty men to victory in the subduing 
of his enemies. His first victory was the capture of Gath, the head 
of the Philistine league of cities. Then he turned to Moab. There, 
not only did he capture the entire army, but he put to death two out 
of every three. Later prophets, like Amos, condenmed the barbarous 
cruelty with which David treated the captured peoples. ·next was 
Ammon. Previous to the cl1astisement of Ammon, David sent a deleeation 
to the young king to express his sympathy on the d ee.th of his father. 
The .Amr.lonite king grew suspicious of David's motives and chose to 
insult the men. Knowing that a. procedure of this nature would 
bring war, he hired his Ararnean neighbors to join him in conquerine 
David pefore he became too pm1erful. David then drafted every a.ve.il-
a.ble man and sent the army in command of Joa.b to subdue Ammon. 
Joab displayed his army tactics by r.outi~g the Arameans and causing 
the Ammonites to take refuge 'in the capital city, Ra.bba.th. By this 
time it was too late to conduct a siege, so Joa.b and his men returned 
to Jerusalem till sprine;. He then returned to complete his conquest. 
(1) Bailey and Kent, History of Hebrew Commonwealth, p. 104 
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He took the lower city by cutting off the water supply, and then 
sent for David to make the final capture. 
In rapid succession the remaining camps of the enemies 
·:.rere invaded: the Arameans, who helped .Ammon, were subdued; then 
Edom and their Bedowin neighbors, the An1alekites; thus completing 
the circle. All of David's enemies were then subdued. 
We now come to the homogeneous and contin1.1ous narrative 
of David 1 s experience from the t:ime when he was firmly settled on 
the throne until near the close of his life. 
As soon as David 1 s pz:oss ing wars were over and his 
power established and he had leisure to look into the domestic affairs 
of his kingdom., his loving, grateful nature led him to inquire after 
the fan ily of his friend, Jonathan. This action, however, was quite 
contrary to the Oriental custom. The usual procedure of a kine; 
upon his access ion to the throne would be to exterminate the fa11 ily 
of his predecessor. David's friendship for Jonathan, no doubt, caused 
him to follo·w a different course. He ascertained through Ziba
1 
once 
steward for Saul, that a son of Jonathan named lcieribaal still survived. 
This son was a cripple, having received an injury to both legs when 
his nurse let him fall in the hurried flight of Saul's household 
after the defeat of Gilboa. David sent for :Meri-baal, and Meri-baal, 
in some••hat nervous condition from obeying the court sununons, and in 
answer to David 1 s promises of protection and favor replied, ""What 
is thy servant that thou shouldst look upon such a dead doe; as I am?" (1) 
As a pledge of sincerity of his promises the ki1~ restored to Jonathan's 
(1) II Samuel 9:8 
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son all the personal estates of Saul, Ziba. being appointed to administer 
these for the benefits of Meri-baal. Also, Meri-baal received a 
spec ia.l invitation to eat st. the king 1s table every day. (1) David 
spared also Jonathan's grandson. Contrary to all custom the house 
of Saul was allo~<ed to grow and prosper in the land. (2) David's 
generosity and his loyalty to Jonathan cannot be questioned. However, 
there is another side of David 1 s life as we shall s eo. 
As has been previously mentioned, when !Jahash, king of' 
hrunon, died and his son, Hanun ascended the throne, David, realizing 
..-;hat Hahash had done for him sent an embassy to condole with Hanun 
concerning his father. Their reception, as has been pointed out, was 
anything but agreeable and was !latura lly followed by v.rar. It vras 
during the war with the Ammonites that David cow~itted a sin that 
darkened his entire subsequent career. During the siege of the 
Ammonite capital, Joab had charge of the army Ythile David stayed 
in Jerusalem. 110 ne af'te;:rnoon, towards evening, David walked upon 
the roof' of' his palace after taking his mid-day rest, and saw from 
the roof' a woman bathing in the uncovered court of' a neighboring 
house ·where there was a spring with a pool of water, such as are 
still frequent in the Ea:::~t." (3) She was beautiful to look upon, 
and David was not s atisf'ied with one look or even two, for her outward 
charms excited sensual desires. David sent a messenger to inquire 
about her, and the m.essenger brought back news that she was the wife 
(1) II San uel 9:13 
(2) I Chronicles 8:34-40 
(3) Keil and Delit.zsch, Commentary on Books of' Samuel, p. 383 
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of Uriah, the Hittite, one of the foreigners in David's service. 
Tho fact that she was married did not stifle the sensual desires, 
so David sent for her and gratified his passion. There is nothing 
in the narratives v1hich intimates ·force or Yiolence, but aparrently 
Bath-sheba went directly to David at his request and consequently she 
is not free from blarr..e, Shan she discovered she was with child she 
sent ·word to David, It was necessary for him to take steps to avert 
the consequences of the sin, inasmuch as the lo.w required that both 
adulterer and adultress be put to death. (1) 
David attempted to conceal the sin in this •my: he 
sent to the army for Uriah that he might spend the night with his 
wife and afterv;e.rds be regarded as the father of the child. Uriah, 
king, 
a faithful soldier and loyal to the~did not go to his home as Davitl 
vdshed but slept at the gate with servants, Probo.bly the affair dicl 
not remain a secret, for it seems Uriah's suspicions were aroused. 
1v11en questioned, Uriah gave a very chivalrous ansvrer. (2) David made 
a second attempt and invited Uriah to dine with him, Durine; the 
evening Daviu made him drink, hoping that he Ttould forget his resolve 
and go to his hone, But no such luck for David, because Uriah again 
slept at the gate, In the morning David sent Uriah back to the army 
carrying a letter to Joab. The letter carrifld word that Uriah be 
placed in a dangerous position where he would be slain. Joab carried 
out the orders and reported Uriah fallen in battle. Vlhen Bath-sheba. 
' heard that her husband 1·;as dead she mourned for him. After the period 
(1) Leviticus 20:10 
(2) II Sar!D..lel 11:10 
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of mournine.; was over, about seven days, (1) David sent and brought 
-
her to his house, and she became his wife, after which she bore him 
a son (the one begotten in adultery). (2) The account of these two 
grievous sins on the part of David is followed by the assurance that 
"the thing which David had done displeased the Lord," (3) 
The Lord left David almost. a whole year in his sin 
before sending a prophet to rebuke him and announce the consequences. 
This the Lord did through Nathan, but not until the birth of Bath-
sheba 1 s child that had been begotten in adultery. In order to insure 
the success of his wission in charging the king with his crime the 
prophet resorted to a parable, which led the king to condemn himself. 
The parable concerned a certain rich man y;ho had many sheep and oxen, 
and a poor man who had but one little lamb, a pet in the house, as 
many Arabs have today, There came a traveler to the rich man, e.nd 
the rich man hated to take one of his sheep to prepare a meal for 
his visitor who had come to his house; "and he took the poor man's 
lamb and dressed it for the man that had come to him." (4) David 
was so enraged at this act of violence on the part of the rich man that 
in the heat of his ane;er he pronounced this sentence at once: "As 
the Lord liveth, the man who did this deserves to die; and the lamb 
should be restored four-fold" (5) to him, With all the gree.ter 
shock did the words of the prophet, "Thou art the man!" come upon 
the King (6) vlith a combination of firmness and judgment. HOi·mver 1 
(1) Genesis 1:10; I Samuel 31:13 
(2) Smith, H, P., International Critical Commentary, P• 321 
(3) II So.t;]lel 11:27 
(4) II Ssmuel 12:4 
(5) II Sanuel 12:5 
(6) Keil and Delitzsch, Commentarv on Books of Samuel, p. 389 
------~-~'""1 
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However, if in this matter Nathan shows himself great, E';,rald thinks 
David to be no less so. "Though he ha.d noy,r fallen so lov.r the cutting 
truth of the prophetic Ytord shook him out of his hollow· passion in 
which he he.d lived since he saw that v,roman 1 and roused him again· to 
a consciousness of his own better self." (1) Very simply, but with 
a breaking heart, David said, "I have sinned against the Lord 11 • (2) 
The prophet pronounced punishment that would come upon David. He 
should not himself be put to death, though both adultery and murder 
received that penalty at hand of the Hebrew la·w, but the child that 
Bath-sheba had borne to him was surely to die. But a fe.r r;reater 
retribution followed David all his life. From that day his O"''m house 
was the scene of horri1)le crimes, feuds, scandals and miseries of 
every kind 1 and the long interval after his repentance 1 between the 
birth of Solomon and David's death, is passed over in gloomy silence. 
Although the prophet had said that Bath-sheba's child 
would die, David still had hopes that its life might be spared. He 
sought to save the child 1 s life by continued fasting and earnest 
prayers, and v,rith deep sorrow and contrition so continued through 
the week of the baby's sickness. David grieved so hard for the baby 
that attendants ·~;;ere afraid to tell him of its death. But to their 
astonishment ·when the child 1 s death was announced David arose from 
the floor where he had been lying, v.rashed and anointed himself, 
changed his apparel, ·r:ent to the tabernacle and worshipped God, e.nd 
(1) Ev;ald, H., History of Israel, p. 167 . 
(2) II Samuel 12:13 
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then broke his fast. 'Hith beautiful insight he said, "I shall go 
to him, but he shall not return to me." 
Though God forgave him his heinous crime, yet it was 
the beginning of sorrow to David 1 s house. The child he loved so 
passionately and whose death brought out the depth and tenderness 
of his parental feeling, was taken away from him. Then came the crime 
of 1~on and his murder by Absalom, and the exile of the latter from 
his home 1 as well we shall see in the following incidents. 
The consequence of David's crime cropped out in the 
character and deeds of his own children. Amnon, his oldest son, 
was one of the pitiable products of the Oriental harem. He was ruled 
by the same uncontrollable passions that incriminated his father. 
Amnon's unprincipled cousin Jonadab, a very subtle man, v;as on 
hand to advise him how he could gratify his mad passion for his half 
sister Trunar, and full sister of Absalom. He did it by pretending 
he was sick, and when David visited him he asked David to send Tamar 
that she might give him some meat to eat and prepare it in his sight. 
David granted the request and Tamar went to his house. Then he carried 
out his plan that the cousin had instigated. He forced his sister 
in the gratification of his lust and then turned her from his home 
in shame, Amnon 1 s brutality, even after the lapse of centuries, 
arouses the hot indignation of tho reader. One's sympathy goes out 
to the desolate Tamar, and David's paternal weakness in neglecting 
his duty as a father stands clearly revealed. Many of the world 1 s 
vmrst criminals are thus trained in a home where pure love is wanting, 
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or else where fond parents are too weak or selfish to teach an iinpartial 
justice, discipline and plain instruction, those vital lessons 11hich 
must be learned if children are to resist successfully the inevitable 
temptations of life. (1) 
David was very 11roth, rut did nothing in the way of 
punishing Amnon, probably because Amnon was the first born and heir 
to the throne, Since no action was taken, Absalom was left with a 
real grievance, Tamar was a full sister to Absalom. A revenge for 
a crime was taken up by the next closest kin according to Oriental 
custom, and perhaps Absalom's ambitions had much to·do in strengthen-
ing his murderous purpose. The method "\7hich Absalom used was the same 
as his father's treacherous dealings with Uriah, and he proved himself 
a very apt pupil in the school of David and Joab. One writer tells 
us 1 "That this attractive but unscrupulous and e.mbitious man allowed 
two years to pass without showing that he bore any enmity to Amnon. 
\Vhen suspicion was thoroughly allayed;, he invited the royal femily 
to a feast on the occasion of the shearing of his sheep in Baal-
Hazar, David htmself refused to go, but at Abslaom's special request 
he sent Amnon to represent him. When the feast was at its height 
Absalom's serve.nts slew .Amnon, and the rest of the king's sons fled. 
News was brought to David that the whole of the royal family had 
been put to the sword. The fact that the rumor obtained credit 
shows that Absalom's ambition was already knm·P." (2) Fearing his 
father 1 s '\<rath, Absalom took refuge with his maternal grandfather 
at Geshur where he remained three years. (3) 
(1) Kent, Founders and Rulers of United Isre.el, n. 157-158 
(2
3
) Foakes-Jackson, F. J., Biblical History of the Hebrews, p. 177 
( ) II Samuel 13 
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The court of David after Absalom's crime and flight 
became the scene of constant intrigues 1 of plots and counterplots. 
Joab 1 for reasons not recorded, thought it best that Absalom should 
return to Jerusalem. Evidently, at first Absalom had the secret 
approval of Joab, even though in later times he was unable to shake 
his loyalty to David. Absalom appealed to Joab 1 and the latter 
employed the services of a wise woman of Tekoa. The woman 1 s pathetic 
story was how one of her sons had killed his brother and the fan ily 
demanded justice. She begged the king to save her guilty son or she 
would be beyeaved of both her sons. She ;mn the promise of the king 
and freedom for her son, then reminded the king that their cases 
were very similar. Immediately David perceived that some one had 
sent the womo..n 1 o..nd his suspicons fell upon Joab. "Absalom returned 
to Jerusalem, but was forbidden to approach his father. After two 
years he forced J oab to brine; about a reconc ilio..tion by burning his 
fields of barley and David granted his son complete forgiveness." (1) 
Although the revolt of Absalom, which so nearly ended 
in the overthrar:ing of David, is related in dotail 1 it is not easily 
understood. David see~ed by that time to have lost the vigor and 
resolution of his youth, his whole conduct being marked by feebleness 
in contrast to the energy and prudence displayed by him in the early 
days of his reign. 
The Scripture gives the best explanation of Absalom's 
intrigue. It read, "Now later Absalom prepared a chariot and horses 
(1) Foa.kes-Jackson, F. J. 1 Biblical History of the Hebrews 1 P• 178 
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and fifty men to run before h~. And Absalom used to rise early 
and stand beside the ·way which led to the gate~ and every man, who 
had a suit to come before the king for judgment, Absalom would call 
to himself and say 1 Of i'lhat city are you? And Ylhen he replied, 
Your servant is of one of the tribes of Israel Absalom said to him, 
Evidently your claims are good and right; but there is no man appointed 
by the king to hear you. Absalom said, moreover, 0 that someone 
would make me judge in the land, that to me mie;ht come every man 
who has anv suit or cause, and I would give him justice! And 
whenever a man came near to do obeisance, he vmuld put out his hand 
and take hold of him and kiss him. And in this way Absalom did to 
all the Israelites who came to the king for judgment. So Absalom 
stole the hearts of the men of Israel," (1) 
YJhen Absalom had made his final preparations and the 
plot was ripe, he asked leave to go to Hebron to discharge a vow. 
At Hebron, the Jud·ea.ns, •·•ho had never realized the removal of the 
Capitol to Jerusalem, saw opportunity of the return of their 
prestige and fell in with Absalom 1 s plans. He had also sent spies 
into central and northern Israel t~ win a following and join the 
celebration as soon as Absalom was ready. Ahithophel, who perhaps 
had some deep cause for animosity against the king, was in command, 
Absalom was proclaimed King in Hebron, and y;i thout delay proceeded 
toward Jerusalem. (2) 
The whole conspiracy against David was so •·;ell-planned, 
so surprising and so wide-spread, that he was forced to flee, David 
(1) II Srunuel 15:1-7 
(2) Peritz, I. J., Old Testament History, P• 143 
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was accompanied by his court and protected by his faithful body-
guard. The priests Abiathar and Zadok accompanied, bearing the Ark • 
• ! But he bade them return it to the city, trustin~ his cause to Jehovah. 
He also sent Hushai back that he might effect some plan and thereby 
defeat the rebel. However, about this time the secret hate of the 
house of Saul was discovered, and David learned through Ziba that the 
man he had befriended, namely Meri-baal, had stayed in the Capitol, 
hoping to profit by the rebellion and perhaps seize the throne. 
Also a Benjaminite, Shimei, with bitter enmity in his heart for the 
treatment of Sau1 1 s sons, pursued David, cursin~ and castings tones 
at him. 
Absalom took Jerusalem ·without opposition, and upon 
the advice of Ahithophel, to show his absolute break ·with his father, 
took public possession of David's harem. Now Ahithophel asked to 
command twelve thousand men to pursue David and kill him. Had this 
plan been effected immediately it is likely the rebellion would have 
been a success, but the delay gave David time to strengthen his 
forces. The delay Y.ras due to Hushai who played upon the fear and 
vanity of Ahithophel, (1) 
Upon his retreat after reaching Jordan, David found 
himself runone; fl'iends, the inhabitants of Gilead, who showed their 
loyalty by bringine him provision, Also he found himself at the head 
of an army commanded by three tried warriors, Joab, Abishai, and Ittai. 
David wanted to command the forces in person, but his soldiers v;ould 
not permit him to risk his life. Finally, he consented to· stay in 
(1) Foakes-Jackson, c. J., Biblical History of the Hebrews, P• 180 
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He.hanaim with the reserves, but gave strict orders that Absalom was 
not to be injured. 
Soon .l\.bsalom arrived with his army of undisciplined 
soldiers, commanded by illllasa, a kifisman of Joab. Absalom's army 
was no match for David 1 s trained men, and they were forced to retreat 
ini:.o the wood of Ephraim. The Scriptures tell us that t·;enty thousand 
men were slain, 11 That the wood devoured more men that day than the 
sword devoured. 11 ( 1) A few made their esc ape, one of whom ''a.s 
Absalom. In the flight ·which.ensued Absalom's hair was caught in 
the branches of an oak and his mule ran from under him, leaving 
him suspended; In this defenceless condition e.nd against the strictest 
order from the king, Joab killed him. The news of Absalom's death 
overbalanced the tidings of victory and left David heart-brol::Em. 
This passionate outburst of grief was due not only to the tenderness 
of affection., which was so striking a trait in David's character, 
but also to the bitterness of the thought that Absalom died in his 
sins, with no chance for repentance, and that this terrible catastrophe 
was the fruit and the punishment of.his own crimes. The heart-
broli:en cry, "Would God I had died for thee" (2) was not only the 
utterance of self-sacrificing ·love, but the confession that he 
himself deserved the punishment which fell upon another. 
After the defeat of Absalom and David's partial recovery 
from the shook of his death, David sent Zadook and Abiathar to make 
arrangements for his return. He returned to triumph to Jerusalem 
(1) II Samuel 18:8 
(2) II Samuel 18:33 
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after rewarding those who had ass is ted him. But even ncn1 things did 
not look so good. The northern Israelites complained that the men 
of Judah had monopolized the kine;dom. This developed until another 
revolt under Sheba, a Benjaminit~ broke out. Amasa, in charge of 
the army in Joab 1 s stead, was sent to suppress it, but Amasa was so 
dilatory that Abishai was dispatched to the same plaoe. Joab, his 
brother, accompanied him, and when they approached Amasa Joab slew 
him as he did Abner. Joab then took command and drove Sheba into 
the oit.y of Abel-Beth-Maachah. In order to prevent further trouble 
Sheba 1 s head was throvm over the wall to Joab by the townsmen. 
11 Two further incidents in David 1 s reign thrO"w' lie;ht 
upon his character and upon the current ideas about religion. 
The first was a famine which lasted three years 1 caused by a drought. 
David consulted the Oracle to find out why Jehovah was r~oth, and 
the answer came that it was because of Saul's bloody house. The 
Israelites had taken no revenge for Saul 1 s mdcavor to kill the 
Gibeonites, contrary to the ancient treaty. (1) David accordingly 
took seven of Saul's descendants and allowed the Gibeonites to 
impale them as a sacrifice on their high place. With this gory 
sacrifice the Hebrews believed that Jehovah was appeased, for the 
October rains fell as usual. 11 (2) 
The second was a plague which came as a result of 
David's having taken a census of the people. The prophet, Gad, had 
propounded one of three things as a punishment. David repented and 
(1) Jo"shua 9:15 
(2) Bailey and lrent, History of the Hebrew Commonwealth, P• 116 
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chose three days of pestilence, This plague claimed the lives of 
sevent~r thousand men before it ceased, The Angel of the Lord was 
about. to stretch his hand over Jerusalem a.nd destroy it., when the 
Lord stayed the Angel's hand and the city was saved, David., 
realizing what he had done., made intercession to God, ;;ho caused the 
plague in Israel to cease. 
Now the r;reat 11arr ior king was at peace. The hair-
breadth escapes of his flight from Saul; the miseries and betterness 
of civil life; the wars with surrounding nations -- all were past 
and over. David had been preserved through every danger; victory 
had accompanied his armies; he had been accepted as king of a united 
people; even Jehovah had promised a. splendid future for his 
posterity. In this hour of his highest prosperity and happiness 
David composed the magnificent Hymn of Thanksgiving. (1) 
At the age of seventy., David had grown old and feeble 
under the weight of his cares, troubles 1 and burdens, which had 
been very great, He had accomplished nearly all of his heart's 
desires. In his last hours David gave Solomon some wise advice, 
He saw the possible dangers which threatened his young successor 
to the kingdan. He first urged. him to keep the charge or the Lord 
thy God., to v;alk in his ways, to keep his statutes, and his command-
ments and his judgments, and his testimonies. (2) And then he bade 
him to execute justice on two criminals, Joab, his mighi:tl general 
rmo had committed several murders, shedding tho blood or war in 
peace and disobeying his king, and Shimei., who had cursed David in 
(1) II Sarm.tel Chapter 22 
(2) I Kings 1:2-3 
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his .flight from Absalom. This had been charged to David as a spirit 
of revenge in his dying hour. But not so. It was justice. It vms 
to save life. It was to bring peace instead of civil war, which would 
surely have come and brought disastrous times if these crit1inals in 
high places and great poner should be allor:ed to live. Thus ended 
David's life and reign. 
The Death of David 
David i"taS seventy years of age when "he slept with 
his fathers 11 • At that time certainly the period of human life ·was 
reduced to .the present atandard, for in recording his death at this 
age the historian says, "He died in a good old age, full of days, 
riches and honor • 11 He was buried in a stately tomb 1 which, according 
to a touching custom still prevalent in tho East 1 he had prepared 
for himself in that part of the city (on liount Zion) which he had 
covered with buildings, and ·.vhich 11as called after him, "the city of 
David". (1) 
(1) Kitto, John, History of the Bible, p. 336 
•· 
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CH.APrER IV 
Predominant Traits in the Character of David 
In the many historical incidents or David's life and 
reign are to be round outstanding traits or character. It is the 
purpose or this chapter to list a~d discuss the traits more or less 
briefly and group them under certain heads. Hot every writer would 
characterize David the same way. Some or tho traits or character 
overlap, but there are a feTl predominant traits that may well serve 
as pegs upon which to hang many others, The qualities here discussed 
will necessarily cover his personal character and those traits 
discovered during his kingship. 
1. Traits in the Personal Character of David 
First, in Regard to his Personality: 
The traditions concerning David agree that he was a 
very attractive person. He is introduced to us as a. youth or a 
"ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countemmce, and goodly to look 
upon." (1) His pleasing personality brought him success in gaining 
and holding tho goodwill of others. There are incidents where this 
trait saved his life, as for instance on one occasion when the 
devoted fidelity or his friend Jonathan protected him rror.t the 
hand of Saul, (2) and on another 11hen the wifely courage or 
Michal aided him to escape the officers or Saul. (3) Tl'hen he 
served Achish, king or Gath, he ingratiated himself so much r:H,h the 
(1) I Samuel 16:12 
(2) I Sfu~ue1 19:1-4 
(3) I S~uel 19:12 
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king that despite appearances the king 1 o confidence in him remained 
unshaken. As king, he maintained such a hold on Joo.b, rude and violent 
as the latter was, that he stood by David in every crisis. Even the 
moroena.ry soldier, Itta.i, refused to leave David when his people 
revolted. One cannot help believing that Do.vid 1 s crL~e in the 
Bath-sheba affair wa::l intensified by the loya.H~r Uriah had for the 
person of his master. The acts and words of David recorded in Bible 
na.rro.tives help to account for the fascination he exercised over the 
minds of men. 
Second, in regard to hi::J Couro.ge: 
Doubtles::J the feature of his character which stood out 
most prominently in his earlier yeo.rs, at a.ny rate, '"Ins his boundless 
phy::Jical courage. There are no incidents where he shirked danger. 
He delighted in hairbreadth escapeo. He ~s fond of gambling and 
liked to take risks. (l) A native indifference to the shedding of 
blood grew into a. liking for it, a. trait which lead to acts of extreme 
cruelt;/, such as the killing of all the males of the Edo;nites 1 
killing two out of every three of the J.!oabites 1 and the taking of 
two hundred fore shins of the Philistines. ( 2) He, too, had need to 
be a. brave man consideri1~ the type of men he ruled, yet he could 
rule them by gentleness as well as by force. All classes had the 
utmost confidence in his personal courage and soldierly qualities. 
(1) I Sa.r.me 1 18:25-27 
(2) I Saouel 27:9, II Samuel 8:12, 16:7 
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Whether David possccscd an equal degree of moral 
couro.ge is doubtful. If he had he would hardly have permitted the 
execution of seven sons of Saul and that~ too, at the cost of breaking 
his plighted word. (1) He would not have stood in awe of his nephevts, 
sons of his sister Zernio.h. He would have punished the rude and 
violent Joab insteo.d of weakly invol:ing Em imprecation on his heo.d. (2) 
In many matters his no.tural sense of justice ·was blunted by the 
superatitions of his day. 
Third, in regard to his .Affectionate Disposition: 
The affectionate side of David 1 s life called forth the 
rorJ.antic aspect of his character. His lament over Jonathan well 
expresses the intensity of their friendship, His passionate grief 
over the sickness of Bath-sheba's child, and his sorrovt at Absalom's 
death show the deep tenderness in his no.ture. The fullest expression 
of parental love and affliction are ,·:rapped in the words of David 
when he says 1 110 my son .l\.bsalom! my son~ my son, Ab:>alom! '110Uld God 
I had died. for thee, 0 .Abso.lom, my son, my son!" (3) This same warm 
and impulsive charo.cteristic is displayed even in the story of his 
sin. Although nothing can excuse Do.vid 1 s crime, yet in the complete-
ness of his repentance is revealed the character of o. tenderhearted 
and generous man, 
Fourth, in regard to his Chivalry: 
David possessed ·what may be termed a chivalrous s·ense 
(1) I Samuel 24:21 
( 2 ) I S amue 1 24: 2 9 
(3) II Samuel 18:33 
nnw, 
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of honor. It gave an adventurous coloring to the early years of his 
life, Twice he spared the life of his enemy, Saul, both times tru::ing 
proof that he could have slain him. On one occasion he cut off 
Saul1 s skirt, (1) and on another he took Suul 1 s spear and cruse. (2) 
During the conversations between them David showed respect for Saul 
as the Anointed of Jehovah. In the distribution of the spoils of 
the llma.lekites the same generous spirit was displayed, and the sa1ne 
chiYalrous trait is sho·wn in the graceful acknowledgment of the 
devotion of the men Ylho risked their lives to bring David some i7ater 
from the pool in Bethlehem for the gratification of his wish. He 
converted the water obtained at such a risk into a sacrifice to 
Jehovah more costly that the richest libation, calling it "the 
blood of the men that went in jeopardy of their lives, n (3) 
Fifth, in regard to his Prudence: 
From all indications David was more prudent than he 
was courageous. He is thus described to Saul. (4) Certainly he could 
not have had too uuch of prudence during the tioo he Ylas in the court 
of Saul. It is displayed best in the fact that he made many friends 
and as few enemies a::; possible. He s hawed his fares ight when he sent 
gifts to the Judcan chiefs, e;ifts that >:ere taken from his spoil, (5) 
(1) I Samuel 24:4 
(2) I Sa~muel 2G:l2 
(3) II Samuel 23:16, 17 
(4) I Samuel 16:18 
(5) I Samuel 30: 26-31 
---~~~ --·~ -- -
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when he connended the men of Jabesh-Gilead 1 (1) and in the reception 
or Abner. (2) Yet his constant looking into tho future took away 
from the spontaneity of his virtue. Many tir.~.es his gratitude was n 
keen sense or future favors, This seems to have been the case in 
his kindness to Merib-baal, (3) and o.lso in his clemency to Shimei, 
which won for him the tribe or Benjru:1in, (4) He liked to obtain 
his ends by round-about y;ays. Perhaps nothing proves the genius or 
David better· than the choice of Jerusalem as the Capitol or the 
country ~~ a choice ;·rhich has endured after a lapse of 3000 years. 
Sixth, in regard to his Hatred of Violence: 
David was far ahead of his contemporaries in respect 
to law, His hatred of violent and lawless acts was apparent every-
.-rhere. In the story or the meeting with Abigail, David admired 
her for her prudence in saving him from yielding to the temptntion 
to avenge. Nabo.l's gross insults. He said, "Blessed be thy Tlisdom, 
o.nd blessed by thou, Y:hich hast kept me this day from blood-guilti-
ness, and from o.venging myself with mine own hand." (5) The same 
tendency is repontedly manifested in his nets as king, o.nd to this 
the belief of later ages tho.t the rule of David was typical or n 
rie;hteous government mo.y doubtless be attributed, 
Lastly, in regard to his Religion: 
David waa a devoted ;-;orshiper of the God of Israel. 
(1) II Samuel 2:5-7 
(2) II Samuel 3:20 
(3) II Samuel Chapter 9; 19:24-30 
(4) II Sann.to 1 19:16-23 
(5) I Surnuel 25:33 
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He believed himself to be under the special protection of the God 
of Israel. For instance, he a.t·~a.ckcd the Philistineo in the mune of 
.' 
~ 
"The lord of Hosts, the God of the O.l'tnies of Israel." (1) The life 
of Saul was sacred in the eyes of David because he 11o.s "the .Anointed 
of J ehovnh11 • ( 2) He a.ckno;:ledged that Jehovah sent Abigail to save 
him from blood-guiltiness. He strengthened himoelf in the Lord 
after the s a.cking of Zikle.g. He was not ashamed to be knovm as a. 
religious mru1, as evidenced by his dancing before the Ark on its 
way to the new Capitol. He acknowledged God us his staff, his rock, 
his fortrcas, his shield, his deliverer, and his friend, the One "~."lith 
whom he sought to commune, day or night, on the battlefield or in 
the palace. He believed, as he told l.iichal, that it 11as the Lord 
y.;ho chose him above her father, Saul. (3) He Y-Tas moved to think of his 
living in a house of cedar, v:hilo tho ark of God remained in a tent, ( 4) 
\Then God offered him the choice of three evils for his sin in taking 
the census, David so.id, "Let us fall no'.7 into the hand of the Lord, for 
His mercies are great: and let us not fall into the ho.nd of man". (5) 
Although Do.vid YJ~s imbued Y:i th principles of true 
religion, it cannot be denied that he was not in some measure affected 
by tho super::Jtions of his day. He felt that the famine would not 
cease until the o.nger of the Giboonites was appeased by the slaughter 
of So.ul 1 s sons 1 for So.ul had comnitted a. cril"::e in violating tho 
• 
! . 
""''- ',. (1) I SarrrJ.el 17:15 
(2) I Samuel 24:10, 2G:G 
(3) II Sa.nru.ol G: 21 
(4) II So.muel 7:2 
(5) II So.nuel 24: 1<1: 
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ancient treaty with Gibeon, From this incident we see the impossibility 
of judging David by a Christian or even amodern standard, 
2. Traits in the Character of David as King. (1) 
·The Strategist: 
Lrention has already been made concerning David 1 s foro-
sight, When he bocane king of Israel he exercised the same p017er 
of being able to see and choose strategic positions. David was 
about thirty years. old and very ambitious when he first took the 
responsibility as a vassal ruler a.t Hebron, The Philistines saw 
in David possibilities that, if developed, would be none too healthy 
for them. They ·would be able to tolerate him as a vassal, but for 
David to be king of United Israel literally spelled defeat for the 
Philistines, They hoped to curtail his power if possible 
1 
and proceeded 
to do so, David could do nothing but retire to his old stronghold 
of' Adullam. (2) The Philistines broke through to the plain of' 
Raphaim, but David attacked them twice, the first time capturing 
their gods they had taken into battle, and the second time driving 
them out, David at once saw that the possession of a Capitol near 
the northern tribes ·would be an advantage. He necessarily wanted 
to avoid possible jealousies, so he cho~e an unconquered Israelitish 
city, the little fortress of Jerusalem (3) held by the Jebusites. 
( .. ~ David himself devised the method of capture by entering through the 
(1) Bailey and Kent I Histol];_ .o! the Hebrey; Coi,U:ton·;reall:.h, p. 102-110 (2) I Samuel 22:1 
(3) II Samuel 5:6-10 
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water tunnel into the heart of the city. He captured it and renamed 
the city Davidsburg, and there built his royal residence. From this 
time the city of Jerusalem entered upon its career, one of the most 
significant cities of the world. 
The Conqueror: 
David desired peace :for his people and knew that it 
lay only in the conquering of their foes. That, too, was Saul's 
policy, but he was unable to carry it out. Whereas Saul accomplished 
it only in partJ David accomplished it in full. He did it first by 
capturing Gath, head of the Philistine league of cities; seoond,by 
capturing the i7hole anny of Moab; third, by reducing the .Ammonites 
to helplessness, even ,.:i th the aid of the .Arameans, who were routed, 
and took their capital, Rabboth. Then in rapid succession he broke 
the power of the Ar~~eans, and :finally Edam and their Bedowin neighbors, 
the !lxnalekites --which completed the conquest. (1) He did not conquer 
the Phoenicians, but through :friendship used the cunning workmen 
in his building program. Within o. :few years David had built 'up o. 
little empire, and the HebroY<S were on their Yiuy to world citizen-
::;hip. 
The Orgo.ni;;er: 
From the beginning of his career David had shown 
unusual skill in organization. At Hebron he had established tv10 
orders of knighthood among his s olcUers to inspire daring and loyalty. 
(1) II Samuel 8 ~ 1-15 
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The lowest rank, called the 110rd~i of the Thirty" (1) had as some of 
its outstDnding members Abishai, Bena.iuh, the three mighty men who 
risked their lives to get David a drink, and Uriah, husband of 
Bath-sheba. . The other, and most exalted company, was known as the 
"Order of the Three". (2) The members of this order -viere men of 
high distinction: first, Ishboal, second, Eleazer, and the last 
member, Sha.rr.mah. It ·was David 1 s military organiz~:>,tion that formed 
the groundwo:ck of his er.rpire. 
The 1.!ono.rch: 
David's succeas in Y:ar ond in organization noTt caused 
hk, in a meaaure, to forget his humble origin and the ideals of 
his people. Love of power greY.r Y.-ith the exercise of power, and his 
wealth incroo.ned accordingly. !Joy; he had become the Grand !,lona.rch, 
tmC::. in thic role ho v;·o.s o.lso Chief ,Justice a.nd Chief Priest. 
Jehoslw.phat i':O.s uppointed Pr:i.E·w }.!:i.nistor; Sora.is.h became his private 
secretary. He appointed t·wo priests, Zadok and .Pl1imolech, to be in 
charge of the Ark, a.nd another priest Ira o.s chaplin. (3) His lc.bor 
head and overseer of the labor e;angpwas Adoram • 
.1.\nOther indication of his growing ambition i"JV.S the 
:i.ncroc..so in hio hn.rcm. At Hebron he hm1 s i:<: wives. The number was 
increa.sed to t·wonty or thirty during this p:;:riod of prosperity. 
VTith such e. leader to hoo.d the mighty empire there is no room to doubt 
the sincerity of the people in their belief tha.t Da.vid was the greo.tcst 
kir.g Isra.el ever ho.d had and their hope for o.r1.other DAVID. 
(l) I Chronicles 11:15 
(2) I Chro1iicles 11:20. 
(3) II Samuel 9:15-17 
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The Devotee: 
One of the nest fur-reaching consequences of David's 
reign was hi:; resolve to rescue the Sacred Ark from Philistine 
guardianship. This act \Vas proof of David's loyalty and devotion 
to the God of Israel v;hose spirit had cor.1e to him in his earlier 
years. (1) The .Ark v;as brought to the Capito.l vlith high ceremony 1 
David himself leading the process ion v.rith music and dane ing. David 
had no intention of making Jerusalem the center of all v;6rship. 
There \"lOre already countless shrines of' worship throughout the land 
·which continued for hundreds of years. "r.rhat David wanted was to 
::;ecure for himself the blessings that he folt sure '\iiould flow from 
his personal devotion to Jehovah, ::mC. he saw that this devotion to 
the nation 1 s God y:ould grec.tly increase the loyalty of all Israel 
to his dynasty. This act was the first of that long series which 
made Jeruso.lem tho Holy City of the Jewa, then of the Christi~.ns, 
then of the 1.:oslems, tho pivot about Yvhich so many of the wars and 
the greo.t :l101lementa of history have turned. 11 (2) From his youthful 
entrance into public life David had carried himself discreetly, 
and hi::; public course had beon o. steady rise to a point of success 
o.nd poY.rer that no He brow had heretofore attained. (3) 
(l) I Snrllel 16:13 
(2) Bailey and Kent, History of the Hebrew. Commomtea.lth, p. 109 
(3) Ibid., P• 110 
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s 1J1. J.::.AR y 
1. Review of the Sources (1) 
I Samuel: Chapters 1.'YI to X .. UI 
The adventures of David to the death of Saul -- From 
his aminting by Sarauel David becomes the leading character. He 
is sent to play to relieve Saul's r.telali.choly, he s le.ys Goliath, 
becomes the friend und companion in arms of Jonathan and the son-in-
la.Tr of Saul. His fame as a -rw.rrior makes Saul jealous and David 
become a fugitive. His adventures in scuthern Judah, his hair-
breadth escapes 1 his act:; of generosity, and his rise from the 
posit ion of an outlay; to that of the leader of a band of 
warriors under Philistine protection, e.re related ;-lith soiae detail. 
F~ir.ully Saul is defeated and killed ;-rith four of his sons on 1iount 
Gilboa. 
II Saliluel: 
The forty years' reign of David occupies this book, 
though a great part is devoted to several isolated instances •. 
David prospers till his sin •·lith Bathsheba, and then "the sT:ord 
never departs from his house". 
Chapters I to IV. The joint rule of David at Hebron 
and Ishbosheth 1 son of Saul, at Mahanaim. Israel is divided into 
two kingcoms constantly at war, the larger part under Ishbosheth 
and his able kinsman and general, .Abner. David, assisted by Joo.b, 
increases in pov:er, and Joab conuuences a blood-feud ·vtith Abner, 
(1) Foo.kos-<Tackson, F. J., Biblical History of the Hebrews, p. xliv-xlv 
ren;rmnns: --. 
·•· 
. .. 
78 
v•ho had killed his brother .Asahel in battle. Abner renounces his 
allegiance to Ishbosheth and makes terms with David; but he is 
slain by Joab, Ishbosheth is murdered, and David is left the only 
king in Israel. 
Chapters V to X. The prosperous period of the reign 
of David. Davie's first act as king of all Israel is to capture 
Jerusalem and to build a palace thoro with the aid of Hirrun, King 
of Tyro. He conquers the Philistines and restores the Ark to 
Israel, placing it in his new Capital. He desires to build a temple, 
but is forbidden by Jehovah through the prophet Hathan. His wars 
are then recounted: I1Ioab, Edom, JJ.r.unon, the Philistines and the 
Syrians arc conquered and acl:owledge him as suzerain. A chapter is 
devoted to the war with the .tlr.lmonites and their allies. 
Chapters XI to .XX. David's sin and it::: punishment 
During tho JlJnmonite war David sees o.nd loves Bath-sheba and procures 
her husband 1 s death. As a punishment the sY.rord is never to depart 
frorn hi::! house 1 and the fulfillment of the prophecy is related at 
length. His favorite son Absalon r.mrders his brother P..mnon in 
revenge for his conduct to Tatnar. Restored to favor, Absalom rebels 
against David and almost ::Jucceed:: in dethroning him. He is in the 
end dcfco.ted and slain by Joab, who suppresses another rebellion 
· led by the Benja::1i to, Sheba, the son of Bichri. 
Chapters XXI to X.XIV. Detached supplementary 
chapters -- The slaughter of Saul 1 s sons to appease the injured 
Gibeonites is related, together v:ith the exploits of some of David's 
pram 
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Ymrriors in tho P'nilistine war. Two poems of David follow this chapter 1 
and next comes an enumeration of the chief champions of Israel. The 
book concludes vdth the numbering of tho people and the purchase of 
the threshing floor of J..rauna.h. 
I Kings: The history of Duvicl is continued without 
any break, and we find him an aged man mmiting his death and prepared 
to nominate his successor. 
of Solomon 
Chapters I to II. The death of Do.vid and tho access ion 
In David's extreme old age the succession became the 
subject of palace intrigue i J oab 1 tho veteran co:mr.1ander of the army 1 
and .Abiathar the priest supportinG Adonijah; and Benaiah, Nathan, 
and Zadok supporting Bath-sheba's son Solomon. Solomon is anointed 
king. Davie dies, and Solomon succeeds him as king of Israel. 
I Chronicles: Chronicles is a revised history of 
Israel, Ylritten Trhon the books of Samuel and Kings v:ere 1 if not 
testuo.lly o.t least substantially~ in their present form. 1~11 that 
seems unedifying, like the failings of Do.vid or Solomon, is 
o:ni ttcd. Numerous works are quoted, but fm-.r references are cited. 
In this study we use only the last section of Book I, nrunely, 
Cho.pters XI to XXIX. This section gives the reign of· David from 
his election to Hebron to his edifying end o.fter the appointment 
of Solomon his successor. The materio.ls of Chapters XI to XX are 
substantially the same e.s those recorded in the narratives of Sarruol. 
Chapters XXI to XXIX are devoted to the preparation from the temple 
from tho purchase of the threshing-floor of iiraunah to the arrange-
t:!ent of the ministers of the sanctuary, and to David 1 s discourses 
amerrsnmunr E 
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to the people. None of David's sins, trials, or his son's rebellion 
are alluded to by the Chronicler. 
Psalms: The Unportant contribution of the Book of 
Psalms is its reflection of Davidic history. In the Psalms many 
incidents e.nd life situations compo.rable to tho time of David are 
portrayed so vividly as to make them seem to come from the hand of 
Davie himself. Hm·rever 1 no ca1·eful student today Jnakes David the 
author of even one psalm. The Ps almo do throYt considerable light 
on the inner life of David, and their value in this connection cannot 
be valued too highly. Many characteristic qualities are discernable 
in the Psalter 1 since the yn·iters of the paslms had such a rich 
field of experience from which to dre.w. The Psalms ar~aluable, then, 
in the study of David 1 s character, but contain no information that 
would link him. v:ith the founding of the Psalter. 
There are but few references made directly to David 
in other parts of the Bible. 
2. The Character of De.vid: 
In fo:nning an estimate of Do.vid all the acts of his 
life must be taken into consideration, and no true picture can be 
obtained of him unlecs we arc •;tillinG to recognize his hUI:lan limita-
tions. (1) David must be judged if Yle may, accordinG to his own day. 
He cannot be judged by tTmntieth centur;/ methods, because he did 
(1) Scluaidt, Nat., Hew Interno.tional Ency., P• 522 
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not live in tho twentieth century. Therefore 1 to judge David 
aright it is necessary to take into account the circumstances of 
his life and of the ago and country in Tihich he lived, No character 
in all the Old Testament is o.a fully portrayed as thn.t of David. 
Of no other person in all the Old Testament is so much recorded. 
In tho books of Samue 1 not only his virtues but his failings and 
weaknesses are portrayed with astonishing fidelity. (1) With so 
much material it would appear easy to arrive at a just estimc.te of 
the great king 1s character. 
The difficulty is that he has been so idealized 
by posterity that Ylhile feelings of reverence cause some to shrink 
from treating hilr: historically, others, in order not to hold him 
up as a model for all ages, are prone to dYrell upon the worst of his 
character. 
"Fortunately, it is the object of tho So.crec1 Record, 
as preserved in the books of Samuel, to give an idea of what manner 
of man David actuo.lly ·was. His raul ts are certainly not concealed, 
but it is not those ·which perplex the reader, but rather the 
difficulty of reconciling 1·1hat the author or compiler considers to 
be David 1 s virtues v:i th modern standards of right £',nd Trrong ." (2) 
The character of David has been so naturally brought 
out in tho incidents of his life that it is not necesaary to describe 
them in detail. It is possible to group the outstanding merits, 
weaknesses, and contributions under four main heads. Tho first 
(1) Kent, C. F., Founders and Rulers or United Israel, P• 180 
(2) Foa.kes-ch',ckson, F I J. I BiblicD.l History or tho Hebrews, p. 187 
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would naturally be his virtues: ( 1) He 1·w.s brave: he fought with a 
lion and a bear; he faced Goliath unflinchingly; he was chivalrous; 
he load a band of mighty r.ten anu commanded their loyalty; his leadership 
in directing the destiny of the tribes of Israel sl:ovis his chivalrous 
character; he ·was me.gnanimous, as shor-n in the sparing of Saul 1 s 
life; he 170.S patriotic, o.s seen in his loyalty to Israel .-even while 
bo served as a Philintine vassal. (2) He genuinely loved hi::; 
friends and ·w::ts pa:::;sionatcly loved by ther.t: .Tonntho.n loved him; },~ichal 
and the people loved hi!:',; his vnliant soldiers risked their lives for 
him, and he Y<o.s capable of returning their affection. (3) His tact., 
insight, excellent organizing ability 1 mo.do him a successful king as 
vroll as an able leader. (4) He 1·:as ambitious for personal glory, and 
equally ambitious for his rnco and nation. (5) As a poet, patriot., 
warrior 1 and devoted worshipper of Jehovah he em1)od ies the highest 
ieeals of his age. 
Secondly his fault::;: Daviu 1 s faults are pictured as 
faithfully as his virtues. His fo.ults Ymre those peculiar to a 
versatile genius: (1) He had a lack of absolute truthfulness: 
lying to Achish may have been ascribed to ·warfare 1 but lying to 
J.hirclilech cost tho liYcs of eighty-five priest::;. (2) A failure to 
control his pass ions·, shoYm in tho Bath-sheba affair. David sinned 
grievously 1 ar.d everyone should abhor his crime. And if he ho.d 
continued unrepentant 8.nd ropoatcd his sins he should be pilloried 
before all the o.;;es. But this sin belonr:;od to only one month or one 
year of David 1 s seventy years. !Jo one can understand David, no Goc's 
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dealings with him, who sees only his sin. (3) A so lfish fondness 
for his children made him a weak father, ·as for exrunple his ref'us ing 
to punish J\mnon for his insult upon Tomar, an act which brought worse 
grief and crime into his family. (4) His cruelty in warfare was 
marked against him: think of the two hundred foreskins with which 
Davie paid his dowry to Saul; think of the brutal killing of ·the 
1Ioabites 1 measuring them line upon line 1 ~and ·then killing two lines 
and leaving one; think of his killing off all of the males of the 
Edomites. Such cruelties were condemned two centuries later by the 
Hebrew prophet .Amos (1:3-15) (5) Like many men of the world's 
history he developed rapidly and nobly in the face of hardship and 
opposition; he fell in the moment of' prosperity and success. His 
life history is a tragedy because it failed to realize the purposes 
of his earlier years. These are some of the glaring faults which 
overshadOYl his virtues. (1) (footnote) 
Thirdly, his religious qualities: (1) On no occasion 
did he undertake an important act without consulting a deity. 
(2) He acknowledged Jehovah as his God, and hia dominant aim was 
to rule as Jehovah's representative. (3) It must not be forgotten 
that his conceptions of Jehovah and his obligations to him were those 
of his oYlll age. (4) Again we see that his religion was conventional 
and superficial as over against the profound type. Even though 
religious, his zeal did not give him a very exalted idea of 
Jehovah, for he believed that.Jehovah would kill a man for his 
attempt to steady the Ark, or that Jehovah would send a pestilence 
(1) Kent, c. F.;, Founders and Rulers of United Israel, p. 180 
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to kill thousands of men because a king had taken a census, or that 
God would send a famine because Saul had slain the Gibeonites. (1) 
Our conclusion then must be that although David was a giant warrior, 
he was only a child in morals and religion. 
Lastly, his work: It is hardly possible to overestimate 
what he did for tho Hebrews. David 1 s work was built well on the 
foundation Saul had laid. David was the founder of a National 
Monarchy. He found it small and left it finely organized ~s an empire. 
He freed the Hebrews from subjection to their enemies. He established 
a capital, organized the state and extended its boundaries to its 
extreme limits. He sustained his reputation as being a "mighty 
man of valor and a man of war". He found religion at a low ebb, and 
left it earnest, active, organized for work. But there Ttas one great 
work on which he had set his heart which he could not accomplish, 
and that was the rearing of a temple worthy of the religion of the 
true God, which should hold up the name of the true God before the 
nations, and make permanent in his ovm nation the principles and 
teachings of the divine religion. 
3. David 1 s Contribution: 
The historical importance of David cannot be rated 
too highly, as even those critics must admit who belittle his 
personal merits by ascribing his succesa to a series of extraordinary 
circumstances. We must remember that there are very few men in the 
world 1 s history who have achieved as much as David. The molding 
(1) Peritz, I. J., History of the Old Testament, p. 147 
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of Israel into a nation is exclusively David's work. Saul, before 
him, had earnestly endeavored to civo political unity to Israel but 
had been unequal to the task. ·with the death of Saul everything 
was losi.., and the condition of the people as hopeless as ever. 
Dn.vid, in ·whor.J. prudence cmd courage '\7ere happily combined, and who 
Yms as careful and cautious in the preparation of his plans as he 
11o.s daring and energetic in their execution, folloY<ed up his success 
with a definite end in view a.nd did not rest until he had recwhed 
his goal. David had a poYrerful influence over the people of his 
day, and that influence is still felt. David not only uade Israel 
a nation, but elevated it to a pinnacle of t;lory. Israel itself had 
felt this, and therefore the return of a David has become the drerum 
of its future and the object of its most ardent hoped. 
The life and character of David makes its contribution 
for today as well. His life as the narrative gives it cannot be 
used as a model for this or future generations, yet the fine character 
traits of the man will forever be a challenge to mankind. 
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